and breathed His last. Then the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom. So when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried
out like this and breathed His last, he said, “Truly this Man was the Son of
God!”
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Pastoral Prayer
Sixth Lesson

Mark 15:42-46

Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the
day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member,
who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking
courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate marveled
that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He
had been dead for some time. So when he found out from the centurion, he
granted the body to Joseph. Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and
wrapped Him in the linen. And he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn
out of the rock, and rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.

Hymn 252*

When I Survey The Wondrous Cross

Sermon
Hymn 264*
Benediction

Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross

First Lesson

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled
and be very high. Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was
marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men; so shall
He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; for what had
not been told them they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall
consider. Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a
root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him,
there is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by
men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our
faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon
Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not
His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and
from judgment, and who will declare His generation? For He was cut off
from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was
stricken. And they made His grave with the wicked—but with the rich at His
death, because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You
make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the
labor of His soul and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant
shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide
Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the
transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors.

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, Behold! The
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is He of whom I
said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before
me.’ I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I
came baptizing with water.” And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not
know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon
whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that this is the
Son of God.”

the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy. But the chief priests
stirred up the crowd, so that he should rather release Barabbas to them. Pilate
answered and said to them again, “What then do you want me to do with
Him whom you call the King of the Jews?” So they cried out again, “Crucify
Him!” Then Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they
cried out all the more, “Crucify Him!” So Pilate, wanting to gratify the
crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had
scourged Him, to be crucified. Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall
called Praetorium, and they called together the whole garrison. And they
clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His
head, and began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Then they struck
Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, they
worshiped Him. And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off
Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.

Third Lesson

Hymn 247*

Hymn 257*

Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted

Invocation
Second Lesson

John 1:29-34

Luke 22:39-46

Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His
disciples also followed Him. When He came to the place, He said to them,
“Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” And He was withdrawn from
them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father,
if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but
Yours, be done.” Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening
Him. And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became
like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. When He rose up from
prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow.
Then He said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into
temptation.”

Fourth Lesson

Mark 15:1-20

Immediately, in the morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the
elders and scribes and the whole council; and they bound Jesus, led Him
away, and delivered Him to Pilate. Then Pilate asked Him, “Are You the
King of the Jews?” He answered and said to him, “It is as you say.” And the
chief priests accused Him of many things, but He answered nothing. Then
Pilate asked Him again, saying, “Do You answer nothing? See how many
things they testify against You!” But Jesus still answered nothing, so that
Pilate marveled. Now at the feast he was accustomed to releasing one
prisoner to them, whomever they requested. And there was one named
Barabbas, who was chained with his fellow rebels; they had committed
murder in the rebellion. Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him
to do just as he had always done for them. But Pilate answered them, saying,
“Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” For he knew that

Fifth Lesson

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
Mark 15:21-38

Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and passing by, to
bear His cross. And they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is
translated, Place of a Skull. Then they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to
drink, but He did not take it. And when they crucified Him, they divided His
garments, casting lots for them to determine what every man should take.
Now it was the third hour, and they crucified Him. And the inscription of His
accusation was written above: THE KING OF THE JEWS. With Him they
also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left. So the
Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And He was numbered with the
transgressors.” And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their
heads and saying, “Aha! You who destroy the temple and build it in three
days, save Yourself, and come down from the cross!” Likewise the chief
priests also, mocking among themselves with the scribes, said, “He saved
others; Himself He cannot save. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, descend
now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Even those who were
crucified with Him reviled Him. Now when the sixth hour had come, there
was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”
which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Some
of those who stood by, when they heard that, said, “Look, He is calling for
Elijah!” Then someone ran and filled a sponge full of sour wine, put it on a
reed, and offered it to Him to drink, saying, “Let Him alone; let us see if
Elijah will come to take Him down.” And Jesus cried out with a loud voice,

