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If the foundations are destroyed, what can the
righteous do?
Ps 11:3

Pastor Milan gave a sermon several Sunday
evenings ago based on the above scripture.
As we look at our country and in fact the
world, we see that the “foundations”, the
basic human relationships which in the
western civilizations since Christ, have
been based upon biblical Christianity, have
now nearly all but been destroyed both
outside the church and in the church.
R. C. Sproul spoke recently about a pastor friend of his who
pastored a church in Los Angeles. One very strong earthquake
effected this man’s church. It was thought that the church survived
the earthquake but when it was inspected it was declared unfit for
occupancy. The foundation was displaced so much so that the
building could not stand. It had to be razed and rebuilt.
When the Apostle Paul began his ministry to bring the gospel to
the then important known world, the church exploded and grew in a
short matter of time into a mighty, strong church. Paul gives us the
formula for a sound church in Eph 2:19-20, “Having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.” The idea of Christ
being the cornerstone came from the prophecy given in Psalm
118:22, “The stone which the builders rejected has become the
chief cornerstone.” And upon this cornerstone the church was built
brick by brick..
For many years, the foundation laid by Paul and the other
apostles remained strong. Many men wrote and commented on
biblical doctrine that was solidly built on the strong foundation given
in the Bible. But then over the years, the foundation began to erode.
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By the time the reformers, in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries, began
to wake up the church and bring it back to its roots, one would have had
a hard time recognizing the church of the Bible. The foundation was
found to be insufficient and the building was unfit for occupancy.
The reformers, many of whom became martyrs, first gave the Bible
to the masses in English. William Tyndale, the first to translate the
Bible into English, was executed for doing just that. And Martin Luther
translated the Bible into German. The Catholic church did not allow any
Bible but the Latin Vulgate and only priests were allowed to interpret so
they put to death those that opposed such an idea. This is Christianity?
So, the Reformation reestablished the foundations of the church and
gave to the lay people a Bible they could read. What did the righteous
do? They reestablished the foundations and brought back the basic
Christian doctrines initiated by the apostles.
The theme for the November issue of Tabletalk Magazine was
Semper, Reformanda, translated the church reformed, always
reforming. This phrase is interpreted to mean many different things by
many different people at different times in history. I believe what was
meant by those who first used this term is that the church always has
to be on guard to protect the foundations established with so much loss
of life. Paul himself on his third missionary journey gave this warning in
Acts 20:29-30 in Ephesus, “For I know this, that after my departure
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from
among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw
away the disciples after themselves.” This was a warning that there
would be those who would dilute his message and erode the foundations.
We also have in Rom 16:17, “Now I urge you, brethren, note those who
cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you
learned, and avoid them.”
As we look at the history of God’s people, we see the repeating
cycle of God’s dealing with them as alternating between blessings and
curses. Because of sin, even God’s people fall back into accepting the
cultural influences of the time and putting aside the foundations.
The United States was founded by God honoring and God fearing
men. It is obvious that God shed His grace on America. How else can you
explain how a rag tag army could defeat one of the mightiest armies in
the world. The history of the USA shows that God’s grace was prevalent
because the country has been such a blessing to the whole world
because of its Christian roots. [See the end of this newsletter]. That is
until recently. We now see a lack of foundations in our country. We no
longer publically credit God with our very existence and success and the
spiritual things which made America great have been destroyed.
As I read the obituaries in the paper I find that the majority of
them are for people in their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s. This means these people
all lived during World War II. During the war there was a tremendous
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outpouring of religious participation. This means these people in the
obituaries were probably raised in a church going family as I was. But
the obituaries are almost devoid of any church affiliation. This is so sad.
This no doubt means they did not raise their children to be church
goers. Their grandchildren probably have never been inside a church.
Main-line churches have long been losing membership big time. Some
of this loss is no doubt because of the general decline in feeling the
need to attend church but some is because of the destruction of the
foundations.
The wolves mentioned by the Apostle are not only among us, they
have taken over the historic American Christian churches. The
Protestant reformed doctrines so eagerly and earnestly fought for have
been and are being destroyed. We have the very large and probably the
majority of those in the evangelical church movement with huge
numbers of members who do not know anything of the Reformation and
the theological doctrines which came from that movement. Thus, the
biblical foundations reemphasized in the Reformation have all but been
removed from their statements of faith. Accurate numbers are not
available because all surveys accept any declaration of Christianity to be
genuine when in fact so many are just as lost as the admitted pagans
because of their ignorance of biblical matters.
Today, we again find the church being greatly influenced by the
pagan culture around it. The turning to atheistic scientists who give
their theories on the origin and behavior of matter and the weak church
just absorbs the ideas put forth. Just this morning in the newspaper
was an article stating that Pope Francis said evolution and the Big Bang
theory does not conflict with Catholic teaching. He said, “The Big Bang,
which today we hold to be the origin of the world [?], does not
contradict the intervention of the divine creator but rather, requires it.
Evolution in nature is not inconsistent with the notion of creation,
because evolution requires the creation of beings that evolve.” Never
mind that it negates all that is said in the Bible about creation and that
there is a complete lack of any supporting proof.
But fear of another event like the heretical notion of the movement
of the planets and the placing of earth at the center of our solar
system and going against scientists who showed those beliefs to be
utterly false had such a stinging effect on church beliefs that church
leaders are cautious about going against a prevailing scientific theory.
There is a large difference however. The positions of the planets was
not a biblical doctrine but creation is. Evolution is not found in the
scriptures and it is put forth without any proof whatsoever.
Another belief in many churches is the promotion of gay life styles.
Although the Bible is very clear that homosexuality is a sin and marriage
is only between one man and one women, we have a tremendous shift in
the values of the general population allowing same-sex marriages and
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the recognition of gays and many in the church agree. Rom 1:32 states,
“Who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice
such things [homosexuality] are deserving of death, not only do the same
but also approve of those who practice them.” And thus, as this verse
predicts, not only has homosexuality become an allowed practice but we
now have a frenzy in the public discourse, and sadly in the church, on the
subject chastising those who would speak against homosexuality and
promoting homosexuality as a viable alternate lifestyle. This could only
happen if the biblical morals in place for so long have now been erased
from the citizenry, the church, and laws of the United States.
One of the most egregious attacks on biblical beliefs happened in
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. An ordained husband and wife wedding business is
being threatened by the city to jail time and a $1000 per day fine
because of their refusal to perform same-sex marriages based on their
biblical beliefs. The Constitution states emphatically in the Bill of Rights
that in no way can religious beliefs be curtailed.
It states in the first amendment, Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof. The clause in vogue here is prohibiting the free exercise
thereof. In other words, there can be no restrictions on any exercise of
the right to religious beliefs, to not be forced to perform same-sex
marriages. The city has passed an ordinance which they want to use to
force this ordained couple to perform these marriages.

Today the first amendment is used to force all kinds of free speech
on the Bible believing community. The religious clause is used to allow tax
payer funding to introduce pagan rituals into our prisons and the
introduction of pornography but when the amendment is applied in the
freedom of Christian religious practices they are denied. The city is using
the fact that this business in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho is a “for profit”
business and thus must adhere to the city ordinance that no business can
practice discrimination based on sexual orientation. The Constitution does
not stipulate anything about profit or non-profit only the basic rights of
it’s citizens.
The military Chaplin programs are told in the guise of religious
freedom and total tolerance of all people they must accommodate all
practices even if those practices are against their Christianity. In Ohio,
the commander of an Ohio Air National Guard unit, wrote an article for
the Air Guard newsletter The Stinger titled A Spiritual Journey as a
Commander in which he said, “I would not be the man I am today if it
wasn’t for my mother leading our whole family to Jesus Christ. Her creed
to us five children growing up is God first in your life, then comes family
third work.” The article was stripped from the newsletter. Ohio National
Guard spokesman James Sims said “the column was a clear violation of
military policy.” Does the constitution override military policy?
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It is a sad day indeed when not only the people in America have lost
their foundations but now believers are being forced to accept the
practices of the modern pagan culture over and above their foundational
Christian rights.
Here is another example. This comes from Fox News. “A former
Marine, Kevin Wood, who served in Iraq says he's been banned from his
daughter's Maryland high school after a heated argument over a lesson
on Islam. He challenged a history assignment requiring students to list
the benefits of Islam. The school defended its assignment and said it is
teaching world history, not religion. Wood's wife, Melissa, wondered
“how teaching about one religion is considered a history lesson while
teaching about Christianity would be viewed differently. We cannot
discuss our Ten Commandments in school but they can discuss Islam’s
Five Pillars?”
And then there is the matter of abortion. My dad used to always
say, “Common sense will tell you that.” Well common sense should tell
most everyone that abortion is killing a human being. But the chatter in
the popular rantings diverts the argument to matters of rape and
incense which accounts for a very small number of abortions and totally
ignores the huge number of abortions-on-demand. I find it incredible
that a mother could kill her child. And some of these mothers have
performed the act over and over. There is no conscience and certainly no
show of any Christian foundation.
We are forced by the federal government to honor and tolerate all
of Islam even though there is a faction which would kill us all. Yet when
it comes to Christianity we must go into hiding and not proclaim the
gospel in the public square.
The sad part of all this is the church, in order to avoid conflict,
capitulates and joins the barbarians. There are so many churches today
not only tolerating abhorrent practices against the holy scriptures but
applauding those who promote and practice them. Jesus said we are to
be the salt of the earth not a doormat.
So, what can the righteous do? We can pray. We can ask God to have
a revival. He did it before with the Great Awakening. He can do it again.
We can keep our beliefs pure and not let popular ideas creep into the
fabric of our church. Pray for revival. Semper, Reformanda.
Ω

Does your soul lift in song when you hear the first few bars of a
favorite hymn? Here is a story behind the hymn ”How Firm a Foundation”
This story comes from the book by Robert J. Morgan, Then Sings My Soul.
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you, yes, I will help you I will uphold you with My righteous right
hand. Isaiah 41:10
Talk about long pastorates! John Rippon pastored Carter's Lane
Baptist Church in London for 63 years, beginning in 1775. He had been
born in 1751, so he was in his mid-20s when he first mounted Carter's
Lane pulpit following his education at the Baptist college in Bristol,
England.

During the years of Carter's Lane, John developed a vision for a
church hymnal, which he edited, assisted by his Minister of Music, Robert
Keene. The resulting volume, A Selection of Hymns from the Best Authors,
Intended to Be an Appendix to Dr. Watts' Psalms and Hymns, was
published in 1787. It was a runaway hit, especially among the Baptists,
going through eleven British additions during Rippon's lifetime. An
American edition appeared in 1820.
"How Firm a Foundation" first appeared here. No one knows its author,
for the line reserved for the author's name simply bore the letter "K." Many
scholars attribute the composition to Keene.
The unique power of this hymn is due to the fact that each of the
seven original stanzas were based on various biblical promises. The first
verse established that hymnist’s theme – God's Word is a sufficient
foundation for our faith. The author then selected precious promises from
the Bible, and converted these into hymn stanzas, among them:
 Isaiah 41:10 – Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will
uphold you with My righteous right hand.
 Isaiah 43:2 – When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When
you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall
flame scorch you.
 2 Corinthians 12:9 – My grace is sufficient for you, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness. Therefore most gladly I
will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.
 Hebrews 13:5 – For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you
nor forsake you."
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No wonder this hymn was first published under the title, "Exceedingly
Great and Precious Promises."
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How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?
In every condition, in sickness, in health;
In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth;
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea,
As thy days may demand, shall thy strength ever
be.
Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to
stand
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.
When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.
When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

Important Things
Men’s

Feb 14th
8:00 AM. Come on guys. Get out of
bed one Saturday a month and join
your brethren around the breakfast table for a full breakfast and
Bible study time.
Women’s Bible Study—The Women’s Bible study will meet Feb
11 and 25 at 7:00 PM at the church. A new study will begin but
as yet has not been determined.
Bible Study 2015 –We will meet on Friday, February 27 at
6:30pm. It will be held at Tim and Kelleigh Anderson’s home
(1121 Morningside Drive). Dinner is provided if you would
like to join us (FREE FOOD). We start eating at 6:30pm and
the study will start at 7:30pm. Questions? See the Anderson’s or the Roper’s.

Nursery Schedule for February
1st
Lydia Brungardt
8th
Yvonne Newsom
15th
Jenny Roper
22nd
Kelleigh Anderson

Please trade with someone if you are unable
to do nursery duty on the assigned day.

Even down to old age all My people shall prove
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shall still in My bosom be borne.
The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.
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Breakfast—

Dale & Edie Vosler

Jennifer Hornung

3rd

Richard Cesal

11th

Francis Reuer

20th

Tim Anderson

21st

Luke Newsom

23rd

Alex Davison

27th

14th
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The Divine Foundation
of Authority

be resolved, was the authority of Scripture, because that authority
carried the weight of God’s authority itself.

From
R.C. Sproul

Right Now Counts Forever
“You’re out!” “I’m safe!” “Out!” “Safe!” “Out!” “It’s my ball, and
it’s my bat, and I say that I’m safe.” This is how we settled disputes
over plays in our pickup baseball games played without the benefit
of a referee or umpire. When a disputed play could not be resolved
through reason or through yelling, the one who possessed the
equipment usually determined the outcome. It was a child’s game in
which might made right. It was the nascent expression of the
cynical statement: “He who owns the gold, rules.”
These illustrations indicate that at some level ownership is
involved in authority. The very word authority has within it the
word author. An author is someone who creates and possesses a
particular work. Insofar as God is the foundation of all authority,
He exercises that foundation because He is the author and the
owner of His creation. He is the foundation upon which all other
authority stands or falls.
We use the term foundation with respect to the imagery of a
building. Houses and commercial buildings are erected upon a
foundation. As Jesus indicated in His parables, if the foundation is
not solid, the structure will not stand. The house that is built upon
the sand will crumble at the first sign of a windstorm. Instead,
Jesus commended the building of the house upon a rock. The
foundation has to be firm in order for the house to stand.
In the sixteenth century, the critical dispute that arose in the
Protestant Reformation focused on two central issues. Historians
speak of one as being the material cause, that is, the matter around
which the dispute centered. That material cause was the doctrine
of justification. The battle was fought over the issue of what is
required for a person to be justified in the sight of God. The other
issue, the formal one, lurked only slightly under the surface of the
external debate about justification: the question of authority.
When Luther defended his doctrine in his disputes with Cardinal
Cajetan and with the theologian Johann Eck, the Roman Catholic
experts called attention to the decrees of earlier church councils
and of papal encyclicals to refute Luther’s arguments. Luther in
response argued that the edicts of church councils and even the
encyclicals of popes can err and often do err. The only final
authority Luther would recognize, upon which the controversy could
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As a result, the Diet of Worms culminated with Luther’s
expression: “Unless I am convinced by sacred Scripture or by
evident reason, I cannot recant because my conscience is held
captive by the Word of God, and to act against conscience is
neither right nor safe. Here I stand. God help me. I can do no
other.” In that statement, Luther was affirming publicly his
commitment to the principle of sola Scriptura, that the Bible alone
is the only authority that can bind the conscience of a person
absolutely because it is the only authority that carries with it the
intrinsic authority of God Himself.

In the Scriptures we see that God creates the universe and
owns the universe. It is His possession, and He governs it by His
own authority. The authority by which God governs all things is His
autonomous authority. To say that God’s authority is autonomous is
to say that God is a law unto Himself. He is not bound by some
abstract system of law that exists outside of Himself or
independent from Him (ex lex). Nor is God under some external law
(sub lego); rather, He is a law unto Himself. This does not mean that
He acts or behaves in an arbitrary manner. Rather, God’s activity is
directed by God’s own character. And His character is completely
righteous. All that He does flows out of His own internal
righteousness. His external authority comes from His internal
righteousness. In this sense God’s authority is intrinsic. It is found
within Himself. It is not borrowed, delegated, or assigned from any
other source.
In the same manner, all lesser authorities on heaven and on
earth are only as valid as they are delegated by God’s authority.
Whatever authority we possess is extrinsic rather than intrinsic. It
exists only by delegation. This was the issue in the garden of Eden.
The primal sin of Adam and Eve could be described as the grasping
for autonomy. They sought to take for themselves the authority
that belonged only to God. To act on one’s own authority against the
authority of God is the essence of disobedience and of sin. When
we grasp authority ourselves and do what is right in our own minds,
we are attacking the very foundation of life and of the welfare of
human beings.
“You’re out!” “I’m safe!” This question has to be determined by
some foundation other than the possession of bats and balls.
Justice must reign if we are to escape a life and a world without
foundations. Any authority that rules without divine foundation
is tyranny. Ω
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John Adams
SIGNER OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE; JUDGE; DIPLOMAT; ONE OF
TWO SIGNERS OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS; SECOND PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The general principles on which the fathers achieved independence were the
general principles of Christianity. I will avow that I then believed, and now
believe, that those general principles of Christianity are as eternal and
immutable as the existence and attributes of God.
Without religion, this world would be something not fit to be mentioned in polite
company: I mean hell.
The Christian religion is, above all the religions that ever prevailed or existed in
ancient or modern times, the religion of wisdom, virtue, equity and humanity.
Suppose a nation in some distant region should take the Bible for their only law
book and every member should regulate his conduct by the precepts there
exhibited. . . . What a Utopia – what a Paradise would this region be! I have
examined all religions, and the result is that the Bible is the best book in the
world.

Congress, U. S. House Judiciary Committee, 1854
The great, vital, and conservative element in our system is the belief of our people
in the pure doctrines and the divine truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Had the people, during the Revolution, had a suspicion of any attempt to war
against Christianity, that Revolution would have been strangled in its cradle... In
this age, there can be no substitute for Christianity... That was the religion of the
founders of the republic and they expected it to remain the religion of their
descendants.

John Jay
PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS; DIPLOMAT; AUTHOR OF THE FEDERALIST PAPERS;
ORIGINAL CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE U. S. SUPREME COURT; GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK

Session Report
February 2015 Session Report
We pray that God has been showing you His love and
grace so far this year. We need to see it to help us keep a
right view of life. Being in God’s word is critical for that. It
is through His word and His Spirit that we come to know
Him and are able to serve Him. Family devotions are so
helpful in keeping us ever before the face of God. How
have those been? We pray that you are making the time
for worship as a family.
During the Christmas season we received letters from all
the missionaries that we support. They are all doing well.
Remember to keep them in your prayers. Of particular
note…Mel Pike is going to continue to fill the pulpit in Montrose until they call a new pastor. After that he still feels
called to serve in the Ukraine. Please pray for the situation
over there, for his ability to raise support again, and for
guidance for him when that time comes.

Condescend, merciful Father! to grant as far as proper these imperfect petitions,
to accept these inadequate thanksgivings, and to pardon whatever of sin hath
mingled in them for the sake of Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and Savior; unto
Whom, with Thee, and the blessed Spirit, ever one God, be rendered all honor and
glory, now and forever.
Unto Him who is the author and giver of all good, I render sincere and humble
thanks for His manifold and unmerited blessings, and especially for our
redemption and salvation by His beloved Son. . . . Blessed be His holy name.
Mercy and grace and favor did come by Jesus Christ, and also that truth which
verified the promises and predictions concerning Him and which exposed and
corrected the various errors which had been imbibed respecting the Supreme
Being, His attributes, laws, and dispensations.
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A Holy Foundation

by

Tim Dick

Tim Dick was former president of Ligonier Ministries.
From Ligonier Ministries and R.C. Sproul. © Tabletalk magazine. Website:
www.ligonier.org/tabletalk. Email: tabletalk@ligonier.org.
Toll free: 1-800-435-4343

As I began to prepare to write this article, many memories from
1979 overcame me. That was the year my wife, Sherrie, and I were
married. It was also the year I became a Christian. One could say it was
a foundational year, shaping my thoughts for the life ahead. It was the
first time I had ever heard about the holiness of God — both the series
and the concept. When Chuck Colson was asked what he thought about
The Holiness of God, he stated: “The Holiness of God drove me to my
knees and dramatically changed my life.”
Understanding the holiness of God is to learn, in our limited
abilities, who God is and who we are in relationship to Him. Holiness
embodies God’s character. As I began to understand this, I experienced
a peace in my soul that passed all understanding. This was a strange
experience for a young, new Christian, who, until his conversion, was an
unbelieving Catholic.

Have a Need? Contact one of the officers.
Office Telephone
Web Site
Email

307-637-4817
northwoodspca.org
church@northwoodspca.org

Milan Norgauer, Pastor

635-1865
mnorgauer@gmail.com

Tim Anderson, Elder

286-6625
tim@northwoodspca.org

Brian Church, Elder

221-9966
b.church@outlook.com

Alex Davison, Elder

245-9348
alex@pattondavison.com

Alex Ramig, Elder

638-8927
Alex4tek@aol.com
637-6195
cheyoming6195@gmail.com

Rich Cesal, Deacon/Treasurer
Dale Vosler, Deacon

632-0133
tuliphill2@gmail.com

I often say that God has a sense of humor, and my life serves as
living proof. God ordained from the beginning my being born into a
Catholic family, living a “Catholic life,” meeting my wife-to-be, and
ultimately getting married to a “theologian’s daughter.” If that isn’t
funny, I don’t know what is. I didn’t even know what a theologian was
when I met Sherrie!

If you have a request for the prayer chain contact
Branda Church 221-9206 and if not available,
Kelleigh Anderson 635-2578.

When R.C. spoke about the holiness of God with me in my early days
as a Christian, he would always keep it simple, because I knew absolutely
nothing about Scripture, nor about living as a Christian man. To make a
point about God’s holiness, he would simply state, “God is God, and I am
not.” I’m sure many have heard R.C. say that before, and some may not
give it much thought. However, I did give it thought that day, and God
used that simple statement to change my life radically.

Be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.
Hallelujah, Amen

Many have said that The Holiness of God is foundational to R.C.’s
ministry. However, when R.C. recently reviewed his most recently
published book, Scripture Alone, he said, “this may be the most
important book I’ve ever written.”
When you finally find “that place,” as R.C. wrote in The Holiness of
God, you find a place of rest and peace. The way to understand God and
live coram Deo is to feast on His Word and to worship and praise Him.
Then, as R.C. has said, “you experience something like a taste
of heaven.” Ω
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