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The Northwoods News 

in the Sermon on the Mount that “the meek shall inherit the earth.” And 
thus grumbling is perhaps a sin which we too often fall into. It is a sin 
very much like the sin of covetousness.  

As Alex Davison taught in our adult Sunday School Class, 
covetousness is a secret sin. One covets without usually harming anyone 
and for the most part it is totally not public. It exists in our own hearts. 
Such is the case of grumbling. We grumble under our breath so to speak. 
But what does God think of grumbling?  

The dictionary definition of grumble is to complain or protest about 
something in a bad-tempered but typically muted way : to talk in an 
unhappy way. The line leading to the mess hall is a favorite place to 
grumble about things. Either in the military or a university dorm, much 
griping is accomplished at this time. This could easily be the site of the 
epitome of grumbling. If grumbling is a sin, we would expect to find some 
instruction concerning grumbling in the Scriptures.  

Being grumpy is the act grumbling. A most unpleasant sort of 
demeanor. Here is an old story that I imagine most of you have already 
heard but for those who perhaps have not, here it is. Two older women 
were having a conversation. The topic of conversation turned to one’s 
health. One asked the other if she woke up grumpy this morning. The 

I believe most Christians are simple 
people. By that I mean they are not overly 
wealthy. They are usually laid back. They 
are very humble. They go about their 
business in a quiet unassuming way. They 
go to work everyday and do what is 
expected of them and usually do what they 
are being paid to do. They do not 
interfere with the belief of others. They 
are  represented by  our  Lord’s statement   
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other’s response was, no I let him sleep. Some people are chronic 
grumblers. For some reason these tend to be older gentlemen. As the 
definition would suggest these are basically unhappy people.  

We are given one example of God’s take on grumbling in the episode 
of the Exodus and the consequential moving into the promised land. 
After the Hebrews are released from bondage to the Egyptians by God’s 
use of Moses to cause Pharaoh to release them, and they escaped the 
last plague of the death angel killing all the first born on that Passover 
night, they crossed the Red Sea on dry land. This was followed by 
observing Pharaoh and his armies swallowed up by the sea when they also 
tried to cross after the Hebrews. What a blessing that must have been 
in the eyes of the Hebrews. 

They then entered the wilderness. This was an extreme wilderness. 
A desert. No grass. No trees. No shrubs. No larger animals. No means to 
get food. No visible water. A rather pathetic situation at best. They 
almost immediately turned against Moses. In Ex 14:11-12, “Then they 
said to Moses, ‘Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us 
away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us 
up out of Egypt? Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, 
‘Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the 
wilderness.’ ”  

After some days of travel, in Ex 16:2-3, “Then the whole 
congregation of the children of Israel again complained against Moses 
and Aaron in the wilderness. And the children of Israel said to them, 
‘Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For 
you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 
with hunger.’ ”  

But God provided for their care in that desolate place. He gave them 
manna to eat and He gave them water. But the people drew weary. And 
so, the grumbling continued and in fact increased.  

So they ate manna everyday for forty years. Now I should think that 
would make anyone grumble and complain. Ex 16:35, “And the children of 
Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they 
ate manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.”  

 The report from the spies who were sent to look over the land of 
Canaan was not received favorably by the people of Israel. In Num 14 we 
find again that the people complain to Aaron and to God, “Why has the 
Lord brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and 
children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return 
to Egypt? So they said to one another, ‘Let us select a leader and return 
to Egypt.’ ”  
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The Lord was not pleased with the people’s rejection towards His will 
and providence. God says in Num 14:29-30, “The carcasses of you who 
have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who 
were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years old 
and above. Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of 
Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you 
dwell in.” Even Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land. And so, 
we have the wrath of God coming down on those who grumbled against the 
Lord. 

Those that ended up in the conquest of the promised land and the 
subsequent settling of that land were all people under the age of 60 
except for Caleb and Joshua. These would have been the only two old men 
who were spared because they believed God about the promised land. 

 I would say that the conclusion can be reached in the reading of 
those escaping from Egyptian control and entering the promised land 
shows that God is quite displeased with grumbling as he administered 
harsh judgment against the people of God who grumbled.  

Contentment is the opposite of grumbling. Paul gives us a better 
admonition about grumbling. He says in Phil 4:11-12,  “Not that I speak in 
regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 
I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all 
things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound 
and to suffer need.” 

Again, I point out grumbling can sneak up on you. It can come about by 
the most innocent of times. Every time we complain about what is 
happening to us, something as simple as stubbing your toe, is telling God 
you do not like His providence in dealing with you. Of course. If the 
providence leads to a blessing, there is no grumbling. 

There are several reasons for the sharing of Paul’s attitude in our 
own lives. God is sovereign and thus what we encounter is His choosing. 
And remember the promise of Rom 8:28 that all is for good. God is 
generally not happy with our grumbling. He would prefer and in fact 
require praise and thankfulness. 

Many times it is difficult to see the good in the situation we may find 
ourselves. For example the toe stubbing mentioned. But just as grumbling 
did no good for the Israelites in the wilderness, it will do no good for us. 

“For the Christian, complaining is destructive and debilitating 
personally and only serves to make our witness to the world more 
difficult. Who for instance, would be attracted to a religion whose 
adherents are dissatisfied with life and who continually grumble and 
complain?” -Liberty University 

Liberty University hit the nail on the head. As Christians we should 
show an outward appearance of contentment. There are so many good 
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saints who don’t seem to be flustered or effected by events. Their 
demeanor is always one of thankfulness of all the things God does for 
them in His providence. 

I believe that when calamity strikes, Christians can demonstrate 
their love of God and His care for them by presenting a blessed 
recognition of God’s goodness to them even in matters of tragedy. The 
reaction of people during traumatic times does not go unnoticed.  There 
is testimony of persons witnessing the demeanor and actions of 
Christians in dealing with bad times, having a huge influence on 
themselves. People observe how Christians react to unfavorable 
happenings in their lives. Grumbling is a great turn off. 

The story is told about a happening on the way to a church service. 
There was the case of two people in a road rage incident producing 
behavior unbecoming to a follower of Christ. Then at the church 
service the two involved found themselves sitting next to each other in 
the pew. Grumbling can be a huge embarrassment. 

For a New Testament instruction for not grumbling, here is Phil 
2:14-16, “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may 
become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice 
in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.” So 
we see that Paul also tells of the impression you make on others when 
you complain. 

We need to take the better attitude of Phil 4:6-7, “Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.” And finally, Phil 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me.”    Ω 

For all you long-time Windows users, here is some-
thing you might enjoy. 
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In country, town, or city 

Some people can be found 

Who spend their lives in grumbling 

At everything around 

Oh yes, they always grumble 

No matter what we say 

For these are chronic grumblers 

And they grumble night and day. 

  

Oh, they grumble on Monday,  

Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Grumble on Thursday, too 

Grumble on Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, 

Grumble the whole week through. 

  

They grumble in the city 

They grumble on the farm 

They grumble at their neighbors 

They think it is no harm; 

They grumble at their husbands, 

They grumble at their wives 

They grumble at their children 

But the grumbler never thrives. 

They grumble when it's raining  

They grumble when it's dry. 

 

Oh, they grumble on Monday,  

Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Grumble on Thursday, too 

Grumble on Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, 

Grumble the whole week through. 

  

They grumble at the preacher and 

they grumble at his prayers. 

They grumble at his preaching, 

They grumble everywhere.  

They grumble at God’s people, 

and say ’tis all display.  

But holy folks don’t grumble; they  

have only time to pray… 

 

If you don’t quit your grumbling, 

and stop it here and now, 

You’ll never get to heaven; no 

grumblers enter there. 

Repent and be converted, 

Be saved from all your sin, 

You know that grumbling 
Christians find it hard a crown to 

win.  

 

Oh, they grumble on Monday,  

Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Grumble on Thursday, too 

Grumble on Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, 

Grumble the whole week through. 

The Grumble Song 
by Thoro Harris 
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You can hear this sung at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9t5wctFYKBY 
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Session Report 
March 2015 Session Report 

 

God is gracious to us - an undeserving people! 

 

This month we have the pleasure of welcoming new 
members to the Northwoods family.  Christine Solomon and 
Jim and Lela Ladd have been welcomed by the session and 
are being presented to the congregation this month.  Please 
take time to greet them. 

 

Vacation Bible School has been a big topic of discussion 
lately.  We had a church meeting in February to discuss 
what we should do.  At that meeting, it was determined due 
to a lack of available volunteers and the small number of 
VBS-age children that we have in our church at this time 
that we will not have a VBS program this year.  We will 
assess things again for the following year, when it comes.  
If you have questions or concerns, please see Tim 
Anderson. 



 

 -7- 

Daylight Saving Time  

Daylight Savings Time starts on March 8 at 

2:00 AM. Remember to turn your clocks 

ahead 1 hour or you will have missed church. 

Nursery Schedule for March 

1st - Laura Twitchell 

8th  - Kaira Tunnicliff 

15th - Heather Norgauer 

22nd - Becky Shwen 

29th  -  eSTHER dAVISON 

Please trade with someone if you are unable 
to do nursery duty on the assigned day. 

Zach Jenkins  6th 

Al Auzqui  9th 

Asa Davison  12th 

Becky Shwen  14th 

Kieran Tunnicliff 25th 

Women’s Bible Study—The Women’s Bible 
study will meet Mar 11 and 25 at 7:00 PM at the church. They will 
be studying the book titled Contagious Christian Living by Beeke.  

Bible Study 2015 –We will meet on Friday, March 27 at 6:30pm.  
It will be held at Tim and Kelleigh Anderson’s home (1121 
Morningside Drive).  Dinner is provided if you would like to 
join us (FREE FOOD).  We start eating at 6:30pm and the 
study will start at 7:30pm.  Questions?  See the Anderson’s or 
the Roper’s.  

Important Things 
 

Men’s Bible Study— Meets Mar 9 and 23 at 7:00 PM at the 
Norgauer’s home. Come to learn the Bible’s instruction on 
being a man. 

Men’s Breakfast— Mar 21st 8:00 AM. Come on guys. Get 
out of bed one Saturday a month and join your brethren 
around the breakfast table for a full breakfast and beginning 
the study of the Puritan book The Mystery of Providence.    
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Some Scripture about grumbling 

 
Do all things without grumbling or questioning,                          Phil 2:14 
 
“How long shall this wicked congregation grumble against me? I have 
heard the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble 
against me.                 Num 14:27 
 
So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread 
that came down from heaven.” They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I 
have come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble 
among yourselves.            John 6:41-43 
 
And in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has 
heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you 
grumble against us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you in the 
evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the 
Lord has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—what are 
we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the Lord.”  

Ex 16:7-8    
 

We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and 
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to 

the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor 
grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.  
                     1 Cor 10:8-11 
 
Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. Show hospitality to 
one another without grumbling.               James 5:9 
 
And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The 
whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land 
of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!            1 Pet 4:9 
 
And the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”  

Ex 15:24   
 
But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about 
this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this?                     John 6:61 
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Question: "What does the Bible say about complaining?" 
 
Answer: The Greek word translated “complainer” means literally “one 
who is discontented with his lot in life.” It is akin to the word grumbler. 
Complaining is certainly not a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) 
and, in fact, is detrimental to the peace, joy, and patience that come 
from the Spirit. For the Christian, complaining is destructive and 
debilitating personally and only serves to make our witness to the world 
more difficult. Who, for instance, would be attracted to a religion 
whose adherents are dissatisfied with life and who continually grumble 
and complain? 

The first complainer was Adam who, after he and Eve disobeyed, 
complained to God that “the woman you put here with me – she gave me 
some fruit from the tree, and I ate it” (Genesis 3:12). The son of Adam, 
called Cain, also complained, although undoubtedly within himself 
(Genesis 4:6). We also know of the complaints made by Moses, when he 
met God at the burning bush (Exodus 3–4). Also, Moses cried to the 
Lord repeatedly for deliverance from the Israelites’ grumbling and 
idolatry (Exodus 17:4; 32:31-32). We also know of the complaints that 
David offered up to the Lord in the Psalms (Psalm 2:1; 12:1-2; 22:1) and 
the complaints made by the prophets concerning the idolatry of the 
Jewish nation. However, the book of Job offers the most in the way of 
complaints toward God, and yet Job did not sin (Job 1:22, 2:10). That is 
not to say that the aforementioned people never sinned in voicing their 
complaints to God, but Job was a man who was able to sanctify his 
complaints, and that took humility. 

Clearly, as believers we are challenged not to grumble or complain 
(Philippians 2:14-15; 1 Peter 4:9); rather, we are to love one another 
deeply so that we may become “blameless and pure” in God’s eyes. If we 
grumble and complain, it shows how worldly we still are (James 4:1-3). A 
complaining spirit leads to fighting and quarrelling because complaints 
come from unfulfilled desires, which lead to envy and strife. Was that 
not at the root of the problem with the sons of Israel, when they chose 
to dispose of their brother Joseph, because of his dream (Genesis 
37:3)? 

Finally, while it is not wrong to complain to God, it is wrong to complain 
about God. Those that did so met the anger of the Lord, as was the 
case of Moses’ sister Miriam (Numbers 12) and Korah and Dathan 
(Numbers 16). But note that they spoke against God’s servant and, in 
doing so, spoke against God Himself. If we must complain, let it be to 
Him about our own sinfulness so that He will forgive and cleanse us (1 
John 1:9) and put within us a new heart, one that rejoices rather than 

complains.    Ω    From GotQuestions.org 

 

 

There are five main teaching sections in Matthew’s gospel; these 
occur in chapters 5–7, 10, 13, 18, and 23–25. Some scholars suggest that 
these parallel the five books of Moses, and that therefore Jesus is 
portrayed as the new Moses, the final prophet who was to come. 

It is certainly the case that Matthew wants to portray Jesus as the 
Davidic King, whose ministry began with the message: “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). His gospel is the gospel of 
the kingdom; He has come to proclaim the rule of God in the lives 
of men. 

Each November in the United Kingdom, when the new session of 
Parliament officially begins, the reigning monarch reads a speech 
outlining the policies that his or her government will pursue over the 
coming year. The “State Opening of Parliament” is carried out amid great 
pomp and ceremony. Essentially, it is the point at which the queen 
outlines how she will rule her kingdom through her Parliament for the 
ensuing year: the Queen’s Speech is a statement of intent, declaring 
her program. 

In contrast, there is no pomp or ceremony in the Sermon on the 
Mount. But there is a statement of government here — in this great 
sermon, the King outlines how His kingdom will be identified and how 
God’s rule will be exercised in the lives of His subjects. It is, in other 
words, the formal inauguration of His kingdom: the King sets out His 
plan, the program by which His kingdom is identified and His 
rule administered. 

Two recurring themes in Matthew run through this King’s speech. In 
Matthew 5:17, Jesus says, “I have not come to abolish [the Law and the 
Prophets]”; and in 5:22, 28, 32, 34, and 44, He uses the phrase: “But I 
say to you.” 

These parallel themes help us to understand what Jesus is doing in 
the Sermon on the Mount. On the one hand, He is preserving, continuing, 
and fulfilling what God had previously revealed in the Old Testament. His 
function is not to “abolish” either the Law or the Prophets. Jesus 
recognizes Himself as standing in a stream of revelation, such that His 
teachings are of a piece with what the Old Testament declared. It is the 
same King who would govern His people now as then, and He brings His 
hearers back to the fundamental principles of morality that God 
revealed through Moses. 
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Murder 
and Anger 

Dr. Iain D. Campbell is 
senior minister of Point 
Free Church, a 
congregation of the Free 
Church of Scotland on 
the Isle of Lewis.  

By 

Iain Campbell 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Galatians%205.22-23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%203.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%204.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%203%E2%80%934
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2017.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2032.31-32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%202.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2012.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2022.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%201.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%202.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Philippians%202.14-15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%204.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2037.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2037.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Numbers%2012
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Numbers%2016
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%204.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%205.17
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That does not mean that everything is to continue as it was before. 
By His fulfillment of the old law, some aspects of Old Testament 
legislation have been rendered obsolete. The sacrifices and ceremonies, 
for example, associated with redemption and atonement are done away 
with, precisely because Jesus came to fulfill them and to usher in 
perfect righteousness. 

On the other hand, extracting the true meaning of Old Testament 
law means a break with the received rabbinical teaching of the day. So 
when Jesus says, “But I say to you,” He is not setting Himself against 
Moses but against those whose interpretations of the law have turned 
God’s covenant of grace into a covenant of works. For too many people, 
righteousness is a matter of obeying all the rules; Jesus actually 
teaches us that the rules require us to go deeper than the shallow 
religion of the rabbis might suggest. 

Jesus illustrates this with reference to six practical issues. The 
first has to do with the meaning of the prohibition against murder (5:21
–26). The commandment is clear: “you shall not murder.” The Pharisees 
and scribes understand this in its narrowest sense, believing that if 
they have never shed innocent blood, they have kept the commandment. 
But Jesus says that the commandment extends to “emotional murder,” 
to a sense of resentment and anger against someone. Such anger is 
itself a violation of man made in the image of God (5:23–24). 

Human courts and earthly judges can weigh our actions externally — 
they can assess the evidence for what we have done and act accordingly. 
But Jesus digs deeper than this — He reminds His subjects that the 
standards of God go beyond external morality to the very thoughts and 
intentions of our hearts (Heb. 4:12). If we are angry, we run the risk not 
of being subject to human judgment but of being subject to God’s 
judgment. Anger must be dealt with if we are to please God: it is better 
to offend our brother by seeking reconciliation than to offend God by 
keeping the anger alive. We may never kill anyone, Jesus is reminding us, 
but unrestrained anger is a breach of the sixth commandment and can 
bring us to hell. 

Kingdom living under the sovereignty of Jesus means living before 
God’s face, our hearts exposed to His all-seeing eye like an open book 
before Him. That is what God has always wanted from His people: that 
they would do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with their God 
(Mic. 6:8). That is the religion that matters, not one that is based in 
external conformity to the letter of the Law, but one that conforms to 
the Law from a heart careful not to offend God. That is the ethic of 
the New Testament: we must put away what is earthly in us — “anger, 
wrath, malice, slander,” because you “have put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator” (Col. 3:5–10). 
The standard of living Jesus requires is only the standard by which He 

lives Himself.    Ω 
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Desperate times call for desperate measures. When we are in fear 
for our lives, there is precious little we aren’t willing to go through to 
make it out alive. We will endure long hardship. We will put up with 
humiliating procedures. We will grit our teeth through pain. We will bite 
bullets, all hoping to get to that place where the worry will subside, and 
we can move forward knowing we’re going to be okay. At which point we 
go back to normal; we begin again to grumble against the smallest 
irritants, buck against the simplest requests and refuse the 
mildest indignities. 

This is precisely where my bride and I found ourselves. Literally 
thousands of friends and strangers have faithfully prayed for her after 
she was diagnosed with leukemia just six months ago. She went through 
two intense rounds of chemo, weeks at a time in a hospital room, sundry 
pokes and proddings. She lost her hair, her stamina, even her blood type, 
but never her will, nor His grace. No leukemia, however, was present in 
her system, as far as they could tell. The immediate fear had dissipated, 
and all we were left with was the irritants. 

Then we had to deal with the sundry side effects of steroids. Then 
there were multiple trips to the doctors each week. Then there were 
needle sticks, competing diagnoses from different doctors. Then we had 
just enough strength, peace and confidence to be aggravated by it all. 

There is a lesson here. All of us, whether we remember it or not, 
were once not just sick, but dead. What lay before us wasn’t death, but 
hell, unending torment. When the Great Physician drew near, when He 
made us alive, we clung to Him, pled with Him, promised Him- Lord, 
whatever You want from me I will do. Wherever You want me to be, 
there I will go. Whatever you ask me to endure, I will see through to the 
end. We were once still caught up in the fear of what might have been. 
We were once caught up in joyful gratitude for our rescue. We have, 
however, grown accustomed to His grace.  Now that our feet are on solid 
ground, oddly we find it all too easy to slip. We take it, and Him, 
for granted. 

Now we expect not just peace with God, and the promise of eternal 
life, but we expect health, and wealth, and comfort and ease. When 
these are threatened we do not remember our former promises, nor 
from whence we have come. Instead we grumble, complain. Instead we 
act as though something is not right with the world, because we do not 
have what we want.  Instead we are put out, annoyed. 

Well Enough 
to Complain  

By 

 R.C. Sproul Jr. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%204.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mic.%206.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%203.5%E2%80%9310
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/teacher/rc-sproul-jr/
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Fighting leukemia is a hard job, even when leukemia is on the ropes. 
It is bone wearying work. It is, however, work for the living. In like 
manner, growing in grace and wisdom is a marathon, not a sprint. But only 
the living run the race. He has given us life. Our calling is to give Him 
thanks. Our calling is to lay down our complaints, and run like 

the wind.   Ω 

We have manifold references in Scripture to believers bitterly 
complaining and almost accusing God of unfairness or harshness. We 
sometimes look at these instances and think, “Well, if Moses can do it, if 
Job can do it, then it must be my prerogative as a Christian to voice my 
bitterness and complaints.” 

But we need to notice not just the complaints the biblical saints 
sometimes make, but the responses God gives. Let’s take Job’s complaint 
as an example. As Job struggled with his afflictions, he found it 
impossible not to grumble that God would let one as righteous as he was 
suffer so greatly. Eventually, however, God answered Job’s complaints 
with stern words: “Who is this who darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge? Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you 
shall answer Me” (Job 38:2–3). What did Job say? Did he continue to 
complain? No. Instead, he declared: “I have uttered what I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know… 
Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes” (42:3b, 6). He 
was severely rebuked for the attitude that he expressed to God. 
Likewise, Habakkuk the prophet complained bitterly that God was not 
being just by allowing wickedness to go unchecked. He demanded an 
answer from God, and when God gave it, Habakkuk said, “My body 
trembled; my lips quivered at the voice; rottenness entered my bones; 
and I trembled in myself” (Hab. 3:16a). 

It’s vital that we understand prayer in terms of the qualifications 
that are found throughout the Bible. By considering the scope of the 
Bible’s teaching on this subject, we may conclude that it is acceptable to 
bring all our cares to God, including matters that may move us to 
frustration or anger. However, we must not come to God in a spirit of 
complaint or anger against Him, for it is never proper to accuse God 

of wrongdoing.    Ω 
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Do not grumble against one 
another, brothers, so that you 

may not be judged; behold, the 
Judge is standing at the door. 

Show hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. 

Hallelujah,  Amen.     
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