Northwoods
Presbyterian
Church

John 4:24

4723 Griffith Avenue
Cheyenne, WY
82009
Worship in Spirit and Truth.

Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
And naked shall I return there. Job 1:21
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There are some sins in the Bible which
seem to have an abundance of space
given to them. Sexual immorality is the
first which comes to mind. Fornication is
a frequent topic addressed by Paul. Also,
adultery is given a large amount of space.
Nakedness does not have a great amount
of notice but the consequences of
nakedness are great.
At the very beginning of everything, we find ourselves in the
Garden. The first thing mentioned after Adam and Eve ate of the
tree is that “the eyes of both of them were opened and they knew
they were naked.” Now, I always thought that was a strange thing
to put down as the first awareness of all knowledge. But it sets the
stage to the fact that humans are to cover up and not show their
nakedness. Why? God does not tell us. But for the most part all the
peoples in the world, they cover up.
The Bible des not call Adam’s nakedness a sin but there is
something to their nakedness because God calls attention to it as a
sign that they ate of the tree.
David gazed upon the nakedness of Bathsheba and this led to his
sin of adultery with her. He also lusted after her and coveted her.
After she became pregnant, David tried to cover up their sin by
manipulating Uriah to be home on leave. But Uriah would not go home
to be with his wife. So David deepened his sin by committing the sin
of murder by having Uriah killed in battle in an attempt to hide his
sin with Bathsheba. The child resulting from this union became ill as
God pronounced judgment on David and the baby died grieving David
to no end. The message here of course is the sins of fornication and
adultery are serious in the eyes of God. The sin of adultery is
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punishable by death to both persons. However, God was gracious to
David and David’s sins were forgiven and eventually God referred to
David as “the man after my own heart” which only demonstrates
God’s tremendous grace to forgive the sins of His chosen. However,
we should not pass over the fact that God punished David for his sin
by taking the life of David’s son.
I now turn to the episode of Noah’s nakedness. Genesis 9:21-23,
“Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in
his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his
father, and told his two brothers outside. But Shem and Japheth
took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward
and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned
away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness.”
So Noah when relieved from his drunkenness knew what his
younger son did then pronounced a curse upon Ham’s son Canaan. This
curse was really part of a prophetic declaration of the future of all
humans.
Ham, who was referred to as the “father of Canaan” in Gen 9:18,
who made light of his father’s nakedness was cursed by his father
through Ham’s son Canaan. Gen 9:25, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of
servants he shall be to his brethren.” Noah also says of his son
Shem, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem, and may Canaan be
his servant.” And to Japheth he said, “May God enlarge Japheth, and
may he dwell in the tents of Shem; and may Canaan be his servant.”
Here we see that Noah recognizing Ham’s sin against him places a
curse on Ham and in effect blesses Shem and Japheth.
Now, it must be realized that the only survivors of the flood
were these eight people: Noah, Ham, Shem, Japheth and their wives.
Therefore, all people on the earth must be descendants of these
eight. The Bible does not say that Noah had any more children but
we must assume that the three sons established families and indeed
we are given their genealogies.
In Genesis chapter 10, we have what is referred to as the Table
of Nations. This consists of the genealogies of the three sons of
Noah. This is known as the Table of Nations because from the names
that are given a reference can be made to locations of peoples on
the earth. This Table is recognized by many archaeologists,
anthropologists, and ethnologists as being very factual in placing the
descendants of Ham, Shem, and Japheth. Because of this, many
Bible Scholars connect the behaviors of people groups around the
world with the pronouncements of Noah on his sons.
Dr. William F. Albright, thought to be the world’s leading
authority on the Middle East and no believer in the Bible, says: “It
[The Table of Nations] stands absolutely alone in ancient literature,
-2-

without a remote parallel, even among the Greeks, where we find
the closest approach to a distribution of peoples in genealogical
framework. . . The Table of Nations remains an astonishingly
accurate document.”
As it was said, Ham was referred to as the father of Canaan.
This places his descendants in the vicinity of the middle east since
the Bible gives the location of Canaanites as the inhabitants of
the promised land. This also fixes the Jebusites, the Amorites,
the Girgashites, the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, the
Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites in that area as
named descendants of Ham.
Much later in Bible history as Joshua begins the conquest of
the promised land, there is mention of the names of the peoples
living there and although the two lists do not entirely agree, the
similarity in names should not go unnoticed. Also, Ham’s
descendants can be traced to most of Africa once known as the
Land of Ham.
The Israelite domination of these peoples placing them in
subservient roles is said to be ultimately the result of Noah’s
curse. In the blessing of Shem and Japheth, Noah stated that
Canaan would be their servant.
So, the nakedness of Noah was monumentally involved in the
conditions governing the dispersal of the people on the earth and
their place in God’s plan for human beings and the relationships
with one another.
Although nakedness is not always deemed a sin, it should be
obvious that nakedness occupies an important place in the decrees
of God and His relationship with the peoples of the earth.
Most of the references to naked or nakedness are found in
the Old Testament. There are three Hebrew terms that are
normally translated as naked or nakedness. Apparently the verses
about being naked are difficult to ascertain the exact meaning
behind the verse. Sometimes the notion is one of simply being
undressed or naked to prevent some sort of harm.
The Hebrew word used in Noah’s nakedness is ervah. This is
number H6172 in Strong’s Concordance. It is also used 53 other
times. In all these uses, not all can easily be given the meaning of
sinfulness or shameful.
In Lev 18, we have God’s direct instruction to the Israelites to
not ‘uncover the nakedness’ of relatives. In Lev 18:17 the
nakedness involved is said to be ‘wickedness’. In this series of
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instruction, God is making it absolutely clear that seeing the nakedness
of those other than your spouse is a sin.

The word used in the creation story about Adam’s sin and his
subsequent discovery that he was naked is eyrom the number H5903 in
Strong’s. Here the meaning is not the sin itself of nakedness but the
fact that now Adam knew he was a sinner and nakedness took on a
different meaning to him.
In the book of Job, Job makes the statement that he was born
naked and he will die naked. The word used here is arowm number H6174
in Strong’s. This word translated naked is only expressing being without
covering. No sin or shame involved.
I believe it can safely be stated that if nakedness is in connection
with sexual feelings, it is generally leading to sinful behavior.
Lev 20 uses ervah for the nakedness involved and tells of God’s
displeasure with the sexual intimacy of those not within the realm of
marriage between a man and a woman. Examples of incest are given.
Examples of bestiality are given. Examples of adultery are given.
Examples of homosexuality are given. Most of these occurrences carry
the death penalty imposed by God on both of those involved.
Included in many of these examples is a reference to the nakedness
of the individuals. Thus, nakedness when coupled with sexual sins
exacerbates the sin.

1 Sam 20:30, ”Then Saul’s anger was aroused against Jonathan, and
he said to him, ‘You son of a perverse, rebellious woman! Do I not know
that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the
shame of your mother’s nakedness (ervah)?’ ” Here is an example of the
confusion of the translators in trying to translate the meaning behind
the nakedness involved. What could Jonathan’s kindness towards David
possibly have to do with the nakedness of his mother? And in a sinful
context as well.
In Lamentations 8 nakedness (ervah) is used as a metaphor to
illustrate and condemn the sins of the Jewish people.

In Ezekiel 16, the sins of Jerusalem are connected to her nakedness,
again ervah. God uses nakedness to make the point that Israel's sins are
as bad as the sin of nakedness. God goes on to say that Israel played the
harlot and God uses nakedness (ervah) to illustrate the seriousness of
Jerusalem’s sins.
It is interesting to note in Ez 22:10 that God uses the term ‘in you
men uncover their fathers’ nakedness’. I believe this is a direct
reference to the sin of Ham involving his father’s nakedness.
Thus, illicit nakedness is in God’s eyes a very serious sin and should
not be tolerated or practiced by Christians. Ω
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Does your soul lift in song when you hear the first few bars of a
favorite hymn? Here is a story behind the hymn we sing this morning,
“Rock of Ages.” This story comes from the book by Robert J. Morgan,
Then Sings My Soul.
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is
able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.
John 10:29
On November 4, 1740, a baby in Farnham, England, was given the
formidable name of Augustus Montague Toplady. His father died in a war,
his mother spoiled him, his friends thought him “sick and neurotic,” and
his relatives disliked him.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;

But Augustus was interested in the Lord. “I am now arrived at the age of
eleven years,” he wrote on his birthday. “I praise God I can remember no
dreadful crime; to the Lord be the glory.” By age twelve he was preaching
sermons to whoever would listen. At 14 he began writing hymns. At 16 he
was soundly converted to Christ while attending a service in a barn. And
at 22 he was ordained an Anglican priest.

Save from wrath and make me pure.

As a staunch Calvinist, he despised John Wesley’s Arminian theology
and bitterly attacked the great Methodist leader. “I believe him to be the
most rancorous hater of the gospel-system that ever appeared on this
island,” Augustus wrote.

Could my zeal no respite know,

“Wesley is guilty of satanic shamefulness,” he said on another occasion,
“of acting the ignoble part of a lurking, shy assassin.”

Thou must save, and Thou alone.

In 1776 Augustus wrote an article about God’s forgiveness, intending it as
a slap at Wesley. He ended his article with an original poem:

Nothing in my hand I bring,

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Naked, come to Thee for dress;

Let me hide myself in Thee;

Helpless look to Thee for grace;

Let the water and the blood,

Foul, I to the fountain fly;

From Thy wounded side which flowed,

Wash me, Savior, or I die.

Be of sin the double cure,
Save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labor of my hands
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;

Simply to the cross I cling;

While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,

Augustus Toplady died at age 38, but his poem outlived him and has
been called “the best known, best loved, and most widely useful” hymn in
the English language. Oddly, it is remarkably similar to something Wesley
had written 30 years before in the preface of a book of hymns for the
Lord’s Supper; “O Rock of salvation, Rock struck and cleft for me, let
those two Streams of Blood and Water which gushed from thy side, bring
down Pardon and Holiness into my soul.”

When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.

Perhaps the two men were not as incompatible as they thought.
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Session Report

This month the Freunds are joining our church – Charles and Dona.
Please take the opportunity to welcome them.
Please remember to pray for Harvest Reformed Church, the
Gillette church plant. They are in the process of looking for a new
church planting pastor.
As a reminder, there are several opportunities to spend time in
God’s word with others in the church. The Monday night Men’s
Study, the Wednesday night Women’s study, the Friday night
Couples study, and the Saturday morning Men’s breakfast. For
the summer adult Sunday school session (starting 7 June), we will
be taking a guided tour of John Bunyan’s classic “Pilgrim’s
Progress” with noted Theologian Dr. Dereck Thomas. For those of
you who don’t have a copy of this book, some have been purchased
(in both modern English and the original text) and are available.
2015 Fall Conference is coming in September. Brochures are
available in the foyer. Our conference features an eminent
church historian and Westminster Seminary president, Dr Robert
Godfrey. He will review Biblical foundations given to the church,
its struggle with worldly influences and its recovery when called
back to the Word. Please use the brochures as invitations to
family, neighbors and friends. We hope to see many new faces
attend the conference because you invited them.

Important Things

Men’s Breakfast— At the church, Saturday Morning, October 17,
8:00 AM. What is God’s providence for you on this day? We
always have a hearty hot breakfast and a great fellowship time.
We are on chapter 8, The Duty of Meditation on Providence in
the study of the book The Mystery of Providence by John
Flavel.
Women’s Bible Study— The Women’s Bible Study meets on Oct 13 &
27 at 7:00 PM. The study book is Trusting God by Jerry Bridges
Men’s Bible Study— October 12 & 26, 7:00 PM. Meet at the
Norgauer home. We are studying the book The Masculine
Mandate.

Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday Nov
2nd at 2:00AM. Turn your clocks back
one hour or if you don’t and you are not
accustomed to attending Sunday School,
you will this Sunday.

Birthdays this month
Laura Twitchel

6th

Kelsie Nelson

22nd

Kenyon Pillivant

14th

Amiee Davison

23rd

Abigail Sackett

15th

Janet Anderson

27th

Hunter Grace Anderson 16th

Ken Tunnicliff

29th

Megan Church

18th

Marilyn Reuer

30th

Corey Trujillo

19th

Anniversaries
this month

Willis & Mildred Christie

Nursery Volunteers

30th

4th

Esther Davison

11th

Lydia Brungardt

18th

Yvonne Newsom

25th Jenny Roper
Please trade with someone if you are unable
to do nursery duty on the assigned day.
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Nakedness Equals Shame - An excerpt from
the St. Andrew’s Expositional Commentary
on Mark, by R.C. Sproul.
Many years ago, I wrote a book that was first titled
The Psychology of Atheism, then later retitled If There
Is a God, Why Are There Atheists? In it, I included a
chapter on the nakedness motif that we find in sacred
Scripture and in Western philosophy. I did a word study
of gumnos, which is the Greek for “naked.” In the
garden of Eden, the man and the woman were naked but
without shame until sin came into their lives. The very
first psychological self-awareness of guilt and shame
was an uncomfortable awareness of nudity. Since then,
human beings have been the only creatures who have
adorned and covered themselves with artificial
garments, because it is built into our fallen humanity to
equate shame and humiliation with nakedness.
Throughout the pages of Scripture, when God speaks
of bringing judgment against the guilty, He does it by
exposing their sin and stripping them of their clothes. A
prime example of this comes from the book of the
prophet Amos. Amos gives the Lord’s list of
transgressions by Moab, Judah, Israel, and so on, then
gives God’s response: “Behold, I am weighed down by
you, as a cart full of sheaves is weighed down.” This is
God’s rebuke of His people. He then says: “Therefore
flight shall perish from the swift, the strong shall not
strengthen his power, nor shall the mighty deliver
himself; he shall not stand who handles the bow, the
swift of foot shall not escape.” God was foretelling the
conditions when He visited His judgment on His people.
Then He says, “The most courageous men of might shall
flee naked in that day” (2:13–16). As another example,
the book of Revelation connects the judgments of God
on the wicked to nakedness (Rev. 3:17; 16:15; 17:16).
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The motif of clothing and nakedness is at the heart of our
understanding of redemption. Our own righteousness, we are told, is like
rotten, filthy rags (Isa. 64:6). The only way any of us can stand in God’s
presence is to be stripped of those rags and then clothed afresh in the
garments of Christ’s righteousness. That is the gospel. You and I can
never stand in the presence of a holy God unless we are clothed from on
high with a righteousness that is not our own.
God has provided for us a covering for our shame and our nakedness.
He has invited us into His redeeming presence to experience anew that
sense of safety that we have in knowing His Son has covered our sin
with His blood on the cross and covered our nakedness with His perfect
righteousness in His life. Ω

This article is taken from Bible.org website. It is a
commentary on the nakedness of Noah and its application.
It also tries to answer why the Israelites were
instructed to destroy the Canaanites. The author is
Robert L. Deffinbaugh, a Dallas Theological Seminary
graduate.
Genesis chapters 9 and 10 were vital to the nation Israel as it
anticipated the occupation of the promised land of Canaan. The
cursing of Canaan explained the source of the moral depravity of the
Canaanites of their day. More than any other people, their sexual
depravity is evidenced by archaeological findings. Albright has
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written:
Comparison of the cult objects and mythological texts of the
Canaanites with those of the Egyptians and Mesopotamians forces
one conclusion, that Canaanite religion was much more completely
centered on sex and its manifestations. In no country has so
relatively great a number of figurines of the naked goddess of
fertility, some distinctly obscene, been found. Nowhere does the cult
of serpents appear so strongly. The two goddesses Astarte
(Ashtaroth) and Anath are called ‘the great goddesses which
conceive but do not bear.’
In addition to explaining the reason for the extermination of the
Canaanites, Genesis chapter 10 helps to identify the Canaanites.

Sadly, we must realize that Israel failed to fully apply the teaching
of this passage. They did not completely destroy the Canaanites and
they sometimes intermarried, to their own detriment.
I have agonized over this passage because somehow it did not seem
to intersect my life with great force. Suddenly it occurred to me
that this is precisely the point of the story of the nakedness of Noah
for men today.
We have found it very difficult to be greatly impressed by the fact
that Noah lay drunk and naked in his tent. After all, some would tell
us, did his sin hurt anyone? Was his nakedness not in the privacy of
his tent? We are more struck by the ‘extreme’ measures taken by
Shem and Japheth than we are of Noah’s nakedness, are we not?
Because of this, scholars have tried to find a more shocking sin that
was committed inside that tent. Some have suggested that Ham
witnessed the sexual intimacy of his mother and father. Others have
taught that Ham committed a homosexual act with his semi-conscious
father. But none of this is demanded by the text.
Our great problem today is that we have almost no sense of
identification with the attitudes or actions of Noah’s two godly sons,
Shem and Japheth. We feel no shame and no shock at the report of
Noah inside his tent. And the reason is the real shock of the passage:
We are a part of a society that senses no shame and no shock at
moral and sexual indecency. Virtually every kind of sexual intimacy is
portrayed upon the movie and television screen.
Even abnormal and perverted conduct has become routine to us.
Without any sense of indecency the most intimate and private items
are advertised before us and our children.
Do you see the point? We are not troubled by Noah’s nakedness
because we are so much farther down the path of decadence that we
hardly flinch at what happened in this passage. Now, my friend, if the
condemnation of God fell upon Ham’s actions and upon those who
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walked in his ways, what does that say to you and to me? God forgive
us for being beyond the point of shockability and shame. God save us
from the sins of the Canaanites. God teach us to value moral purity
and to be ruthless with sin. May we refuse to let it live among us, just
as Israel was taught in this text.
There is another level of application. Most of us tend to think of
godliness in terms of the sins we commit or shun. This account
informs us that one test of Christian character is our response to
the sins of others. Ham was seemingly amused by Noah’s sin, rather
than appalled by it. Isn’t that what happens in our living rooms on our
television sets? We do not find horror in sin, but humor.
How are we to respond to sinners today? Are we to kill them like
Israel did the Canaanites? The New Testament gives us some clear
instruction on this matter:
And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but
instead even expose them; for it is disgraceful even to speak of the
things which are done by them in secret (Ephesians 5:11-12).
Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, looking to
yourselves, lest you too be tempted (Galatians 6:1).
Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love
covers a multitude of sins (I Peter 4:8).
… save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have
mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh (Jude
23).
Unlike Ham, we are to practice the principle of privacy which Paul
reiterated in Ephesians 5:12. Some sins should not be scrutinized. We
should not explore them, and neither should we share what we know
with others. This principle, I believe, was followed by Moses as he
briefly and without detail or descriptive embellishments, recorded
the sin of Noah and its consequences. Much is made of the
consequences, while little is said of the circumstances. Let us learn
from this.
Notice that in this passage in Ephesians we are taught to expose the
unfruitful deeds of darkness (4:11). This is not to be done by
exploiting sin or by dwelling on darkness, but by living as lights,
shining in a darkened world.
… until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature
which belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer
to be hidden, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in
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deceitful scheming; ( Ephesians 4:13-14).
Sin is exposed by righteousness, not by reporting the deeds of
wickedness.
In Galatians 6:1 we are taught to restore the one who has fallen into
sin. Here Paul emphasized the attitude of the mature who would
undertake this obligation. The person must be handled with a gentle
spirit, one which is all too well aware of his own weaknesses in this
same area.
Peter taught us that sin is best dealt with when it is known to the
fewest number of people. Love does not cover sins in the way that we
saw at Watergate. That was a cover up. It sought to keep illegal
actions from public scrutiny. The covering of which Peter wrote is
that which endeavors to keep the sin at its smallest scale, so that
those guilty may find forgiveness and reconciliation, while others will
not be tempted or hindered by a knowledge of that sin.
Finally, Jude reminds us of the hatred we must have for the sin and
the desire of holiness to remain pure to the glory of God. We are not
to hate the sinner, but the sin. We are not to stand aloof from the
one who has fallen, but to snatch him away as from fire.
In conclusion, I find in these three men, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, a
picture of men throughout the history of God’s dealings with men. In
Genesis chapter 12 we find the line through whom the Savior will
come being narrowed to the offspring of Abraham. Men will be
blessed or cursed by their response to him (Genesis 12:1-3).
At Calvary we find the epitome of man’s sin evidenced. Shem was
present in the Jewish religious leaders who wanted the Messiah dead
and out of the way. Japheth was present in the Romans who
participated jointly with the Jews to crucify the Lord of glory. And
Ham was also present in Simon of Cyrene, who bore the cross of
Jesus in servitude (cf. Luke 23:26).
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We have a choice to make, for we may either experience the
blessings of Japheth or the curse of Canaan. The righteous seed has
finally culminated in the coming of Messiah, of the seed of the
woman (Genesis 3:15), of the seed of Shem (Genesis 9:26) and of
Abram (12:2-3). In Christ, by submission to Him and faith in Him as
God’s provision of forgiveness and righteousness for sinners, we may
experience the blessing of Japheth. By despising Christ and
rejecting Him—by persisting in our sins, we come under the curse of
Canaan for all eternity.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, who by God's power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time.

May God enable you to find salvation and blessing in Christ Jesus. Ω

Hallelujah, Amen.
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