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WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH. OOHN 4:24

Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.
Malachi 1:2-3



THE NORTHWOODS NEWS

Romans
Chapter 9 Rich Cesal

When we had our store in Laramie
there were many opportunities to speak
on biblical matters with persons who
came into the store. One such person
was a Yyoung college student, the
daughter of a family at our church,
Grace Baptist, an evangelical Arminian
practicing church. She was raised in
that church and thus she couldn't
accept the doctrine of the teaching on
how we come fto Christ by 6od's
election. She came frequently into the
store. One day the doctrine of election
came up in our conversation.

I said let's look at Romans chapter 9 and thus I began to teach
and expound all that Paul reveals in that chapter. We looked very
carefully at what Paul was saying. Included in this article are
quotations from John Piper who has an extremely good testimony
about the effect of Romans 9 on his life. John Piper is the former
pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Beginning in verse 6, we have Paul saying, "But it is not as though
the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from
Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because
they are his offspring, but 'Through Isaac shall your offspring be
named.' “ What Paul is saying is that even though there are many
Israelites that are non-believers, that does not mean that God's
Word has failed for all blood descendants of Israel are not children
of the promise.
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Piper says: "So has the giving of the Word fo Israel been a
colossal failure? Paul answers this question in verse 6: 'But it is not
as though the word of God has failed." You can see what was at
stake. It looks as though the word of God has failed! But Paul says
no. Then he gives the explanation that launches him into the
doctrines of unconditional election and divine sovereignty over
human willing. His explanation in verse 6b is: 'For they are not all
Israel who are descended from Israel.’ Not all physical Israel is
true Israel. In other words, the word of God has not failed because
the promises were not made to all ethnic Israel in such a way that
secured the salvation of every individual Israelite.”

Verse 8, "That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these
are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are
counted as the seed.” This means those who are blood relatives to
Abraham are not necessarily God's people only those who are of the
promise.

Piper comments: “In other words, not all the physical
descendants of Abraham are the beneficiaries of the covenant
promises.”

Now, we know that Abraham fathered Ismael with Sarah's
servant Hagar because he was impatient and did not have complete
trust in God. Verse 9 explains that the seed upon which rests Israel
is not from Ismael but from the word of promise, "For this is the
word of promise: At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a
son.”

Now, in case you are thinking that even though Ismael and Isaac
have the same father that is enough to make all descendants of
Ismael also the true Israel so that the promise to Abraham that he
will be the father of many nations would be fulfilled. Paul puts forth
the case that Esau and Jacob have not only the same father but also
the same mother. Therefore, there cannot be any effect of the
parentage of the boys to determine their position as God's people.
So, who are these children of promise?

Paul now makes it positively clear that the physical genetic
makeup of the brothers is not a factor. Rom 9:10-13, says this, "And
not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even
by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being born, nor having
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election
might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), it was said to her,
‘The older shall serve the younger." As it is written, Jacob I have
loved, but Esau I have hated.’ “ So, how much clearer can it be
stated that Jacob was chosen and Esau was not and thus their works
have no effect as Paul states that this is for the purpose of God's
election.
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Piper's commentary on these matters is: "Paul's answer to who
are the children of promise is in verse 11, with the illustrations of
Jacob and Esau, this confronts us with the ultimate sovereignty of
God in choosing who the beneficiaries of the promise will be. In
referring to Jacob (who became the heir) and Esau (who did not)
Paul says: ‘for though the twins were not yet born and had not done
anything good or bad [there's the unconditionality, and here's the
reason for it], so that God's purpose according to election would
stand [there's the explanation deeper than human conditions - God's
sovereign purpose], not because of works but because of Him who
calls [notice: he did not contrast works with faith, but with Him who
calls' - not even faith is in view here as a condition], Rebecca was
told, 'The older will serve the younger.' "

Neither of the boys, because they were still in the womb, had
not as yet sinned but God knowing that they would sin, still chose
Jacob and not Esau. Thus God chose not because of what the boys
had done but instead because of His own will to choose.

Piper's explanation: "All this raises the question of God's justice.
Paul is hiding nothing here. He is putting it all out in the open. In
verse 14 he says, 'What shall we say then? Is there injustice on
God's part?' Paul's answer is no. And after quoting Moses about God's
freedom to have mercy on who he has mercy (v. 15) he repeats the
absolute unconditionality of being chosen by God to be a child of
promise. Verse 16: 'So then it depends not on human will or exertion,
but on God, who has mercy.'"

Piper continues: "Which leads, then, to the question in verse 19,
‘Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?' Those are
the questions we are confronted with in this chapter. Are all Israel
the "children of promise" or only some? If only some, what makes
one person a child of promise and another not? If it is ultimately
God's unconditional, free, sovereign electing mercy, then is he
unjust? If he is that free to have mercy on whom he wills and harden
whom he wills (v. 18), and if it does not depend on man who wills or
man who runs (v. 16) then, why does he still find fault?"

Paul explains by giving further instruction on the subject by
stating in verse 15 that, "For He says to Moses, T will have mercy on
whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever
I will have compassion.’ “ This is followed by verse 16, "So then it
depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.”

Piper goes on to say: "Also, Romans 9 comes after Romans 8 for
this utterly crucial reason: It shows that the word of God's covenant
with Israel has not failed, because it is grounded in God's sovereign,
electing mercy. Therefore the promises to the true Israel and the
promises of Romans 8 will stand! That is the gospel of Romans 9. The
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promises purchased by the blood of Christ will be performed by the
sovereign power of God."

I don't know where my college student ended in her understanding
of God's absolute sovereignty but I know it caused her to do some
further thinking. She gave the frequent response, “"does it really say
that?”

People who attend evangelical Arminian churches being taught that
their will comes first and God's will comes second, have a tough time
seeing the truth in Romans 9. They are constantly told to ask Jesus into
their hearts in order to be saved in spite of the Bible's repeated
statements that it is up to God and not us.

Here is some more on Piper's coming to grips with the sovereignty of
God.: "Will the promises of Romans 8 stand? Will the blood-bought
promises that we Gentiles and Jews are staking our lives on stand? Will
God stand by his commitments, sealed with the blood of his Son? Will
he work all things together for our good? Will the predestined be called
and the called be justified and the justified be glorified? [Romans 8:30]
Will he give us all things with him? Will nothing separate us from the
love of God in Christ? Is there really now no condemnation, and will
there be none fomorrow?"”

"Romans 9 comes after Romans 8 for this utterly crucial reason: It
shows that the word of God's covenant with Israel has not failed,
because it is grounded in God's sovereign, electing mercy. Therefore the
promises to the true Israel and the promises of Romans 8 will stand!
That is the gospel of Romans 9. The promises purchased by the blood of
Christ will be performed by the sovereign power of God."

"There are two experiences in my life [Piper] that make Romans 9
one of the most important chapters in shaping the way I think about
everything, and the way I have been led in ministry. One happened in
seminary and turned my mental world upside down. The other happened
in the fall of 1979 and led to my coming to serve Bethlehem Baptist
Church.”

"Emotions run high when you feel your man-centered world
crumbling around you. I met Dr. Morgan in the hall one day. After a few
minutes of heated argument about the freedom of my will, I held a pen
in front of his face and dropped it to the floor. Then I said, with not as
much respect as a student ought to have, "I [!] dropped it." Somehow
that was supposed to prove that my choice to drop the pen was not
governed by anything but my sovereign self.”

"But thanks be to God's mercy and patience, at the end of the
semester I wrote in my blue book for the final exam, 'Romans 9 is like a
tiger going about devouring free-willers like me." That was the end of
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my love affair with human autonomy and the ultimate self-determination
of my will. My worldview simply could not stand against the scriptures,
especially Romans 9. And it was the beginning of a lifelong passion to see
and savor the supremacy of God in absolutely everything.”

"In essence it happened like this: T was 34 years old. T had two
children and a third on the way. As T studied Romans 9 day after day, I
began to see a God so majestic and so free and so absolutely sovereign
that my analysis merged into worship and the Lord said, in effect, 'T will
not simply be analyzed, T will be adored. I will not simply be pondered, T
will be proclaimed. My sovereignty is not simply to be scrutinized, it is to
be heralded. It is not grist for the mill of controversy, it is gospel for
sinners who know that their only hope is the sovereign triumph of God's
grace over their rebellious will." This is when Bethlehem contacted me
near the end of 1979. And I do not hesitate to say that because of
Romans 9 I left teaching and became a pastor. The God of Romans 9 has
been the Rock-solid foundation of all I have said and all T have done in
the last 22 years."

[Piper's comments are taken from www.desiringgod.org.]

As T said, I don't know the effect on my college student but if
anyone is honest in his reading of Romans 9, and desirable to truly know
God, their reaction should be similar to John Piper's. I myself did not
ever possess the feeling that I had freewill. As I mentioned in a
previous article, I came to the conclusion of where freewill stands long
before I became a Christian. So Romans 9 simply cemented the doctrine
of election for me.

Here is a quote from John MacArthur, "No doctrine is more
despised by the natural mind than the truth that God is absolutely
sovereign. Human pride loathes the suggestion that God orders
everything, controls everything, rules over everything. The carnal mind,
burning with enmity against God, abhors the biblical teaching that
nothing comes to pass except according to His eternal decrees. Most of
all, the flesh hates the notion that salvation is entirely God's work. If
God chose who would be saved, and if His choice was settled before the
foundation of the world, then believers deserve no credit for their
salvation.”

If I have free will, then in any situation, I could change my mind and
even if God had planned some other end to the event, I could derail His
plans. Is this not absurd? If that were truth, where would the
omniscient power of God be? God would be subservient to my will.

Logic easily states that if my will is over God's will then the promises
of the Bible are subject to my works and not to our sovereign God. This
would remove all assurance of salvation for my works as they are as

filthy rags (Isa 64:6). Q

God Moves in a Mysterious Way

Does your soul lift in song when you hear the first few bars of a
favorite hymn? Here is a story behind the hymn "God Moves in a
Mysterious Way” This story comes from the book by Robert J. Morgan,
Then Sings My Soul.

Jesus answered and said to him, “What | am doing you do not
understand now, but you will know after this.” John 13:7

William Cowper suffered another blow when his friend John
Newton, left Olney to become London’s most celebrated pastor.
Turning again to writing, William this time devoted his energy to secular
poetry rather than spiritual hymns, earning him a prominent place in
English literature. The publication of “The Task” made him famous
throughout Britain. “Pity for Poor Africans,” which appeared in 1788,
contributed to John Newton and William Wilberforce’s efforts to abolish
slavery in the British Empire. William’s translation of Homer, published
in 1791, was widely lauded.

His depression was never far away, and it intensified as he aged.
Shortly before his death he wrote The Castaway, in which he described
himself as a sailor swept overboard into the Atlantic to perish. In this
melancholia, William died on April 25, 1800.

There is a report, however, that on his deathbed his face
suddenly lit up as he exclaimed, “I am not shut out of heaven after all!”
And one of Cowper’s lesser-known poems would make a fitting epitaph:

Sometimes a light surprises the Christian while he sings;
It is the Lord, Who rises with healing in His wings . . . .

In holy contemplation we sweetly then pursue
The theme of God'’s salvation, and find it ever new.

Set free from present sorrow, we cheerfully can say,
Let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what it may.

It can bring with it nothing but He will bear us through;
Who gives the lilies clothing will clothe His people, too;

Beneath the spreading heavens, no creature but is fed;
And He Who feeds the ravens will give His children bread.

Though vine nor fig tree neither their wonted fruit should bear,
Though all the field should wither, nor flocks nor herds be there;

Yet God the same abiding, His praise shall tune my voice,
For while in Him confiding, | cannot but rejoice.

Or as William put it elsewhere: “God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”
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(God movesina mysterious way

Important Things

His wonders to Pchorm;

He plants [is footsteps in the sea Men's Breakfast— At the church, Saturday Morning, February
drid L 20, 8:00 AM. . Brian Church is going to start a new study on
And rides upon the storm. The Men of The Bible. All the men in the Bible. Should be
very interesting. We always have a hearty hot breakfast and
Deep in unfathomable mines a great fellowship time. See you there.

Of never failing skill Men's Bible Study— February 8 & 22, 7:00 PM. Meet at the
L ) Norgauer home. We are studying in-depth the book of

[He treasures up His bnght clcs:gns Ephgsians. ying P

And works His sovereign will. Women's Bible Study— The women will continue their monthly

Bible Study on Feb 9th and Feb 23rd at 7:00 PM. The study

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; book is Trusting God by Jerry Bridges.

The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break

In blessings on your head. Nursery Schedule for February
7th - CORY MILLER
Juclgc not the Lord bg feeble sense, 14th - JENNY ROPER
But trust [Him for His grace; 21st - LAURA TWITCHELL
Behind a Frowning Providcnce 28th - BECKY SHWEN

Please trade with soweone if you are unable to
do nursery duty on the assigned day.

He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will riPcn {:ast,

) Jennifer Hornung 3rd

u”’c"ld'”g every hour; Richard Cesal 11th
Thebud may have a bitter taste, Francis Reuer 20th
But sweet will be the flower. Tim Anderson 21st
Luke Newsom 23rd
Blind unbeliefis sure to err Marie Newsom 24+h
Anc} scan His work in vain; Alex Davison 27th

(Godis [His own interPretcr, .. I o
D ie V t .1 [
Anc! HC Wi" makc it Plain_ ale le Vosler \ ‘
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Why Sovereignty Matters
From Li gonitdro tMiarmiagtirniee s

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So
do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.’ Thus he comforted
them and spoke kindly to them” (Gen. 50:20-21).

Affirming the biblical understanding of election is not usually a way to
win many friends. Most Christians are shocked that anyone could believe
God's choice determines who will be saved. Others scratch their heads
when Reformed believers get excited and promote the Lord's sovereignty
over all things. After all, what is the practical relevance of the doctrines
of election and providence?

We ought not fault Christians who reject Reformed theology because
they have heard it only from overbearing Calvinists. Nevertheless, we
confess wholeheartedly that our Creator's sovereignty is the most
"practical” of all doctrines, as today's passage reveals.

Joseph assures his brothers of his pardon, stating the lesson his life
teaches us: God overrides the intents and deeds of wicked men to bring
about good (Gen. 50:20). Or, “For those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose” (Rom. 8:28). What the Lord does and allows is always good —
because a good and praiseworthy end is always His goal, and He always
accomplishes it. God blamelessly works concurrently with men, even in
their evil events, to achieve an ultimate good.

We can only trust with confidence a Lord who controls everything. If
He is unable to use wickedness to further His plan, then evil remains free
from His rule, and we could never be sure of His final victory. Some say
God only foresees human decisions without ordaining them, but Scripture
never teaches this. Moreover, if the Lord only looks into a future in which
He has not ordained all things, then there are “"chance” events to come
that He will have had no control over. How then is He God in any
meaningful way? How, then, can He prevent those events He
finds undesirable?

If the Lord is sovereign over all things, then every wicked event is in
His plan, not because He loves evil, but because He wants to work through
and against the sin to achieve a worthy end. Knowing that God does this
enables us to fight the good fight of faith and stand against the forces
of darkness. Nothing they do to us is outside of the Lord's will, and so
they can never derail His good plan for us.

Coram Deo

Hear these encouraging comments from John Calvin: "Let the impious
busy themselves as they please, let them rage, let them mingle heaven and
earth; yet they shall gain nothing by their ardor; and not only shall their
impetuosity prove ineffectual, but shall be turned to an issue the reverse
of that which they intended, so that they shall promote our salvation,
though they do it reluctantly.” Rejoice and be glad, for our God reigns
over both good and evill Q
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Session Report

February 2016 Session Report

Thank you to all who gave to the
Ministerios Fronterizos ministry. It will
be so helpful o the Burkemper's work in
Mexico. Jamie is very grateful for our
participation with them. Please keep them
in your prayers. Would you be interested
in going on a trip fo help their ministry
this summer? Please let us know.

Do you think Vacation Bible School would
be a good ministry for Northwoods this
upcoming summer? If so, we would like to
know. Please talk to or email Tim
Anderson. He will be holding an
informational meeting on February 7™
after morning worship.

From the book of James, we have been
learning that our religion is demonstrated
in our actions. May what we learn and
believe truly impact how we live and act
towards one another and the world.
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Go@ Absolut e
Sover el g "ty

No doctrine is more despised by the natural mind than the truth
that God is absolutely sovereign. Human pride loathes the
suggestion that God orders everything, controls everything, rules
over everything. The carnal mind, burning with enmity against God,
abhors the biblical teaching that nothing comes to pass except
according to His eternal decrees. Most of all, the flesh hates the
notion that salvation is entirely God's work. If God chose who would
be saved, and if His choice was settled before the foundation of the
world, then believers deserve no credit for their salvation.

But that is, after all, precisely what Scripture teaches. Even
faith is God's gracious gift to His elect. Jesus said, "No one can
come to Me, unless it has been granted him from the Father” (John
6:65). "Nor does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and
anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him" (Matthew 11:27).
Therefore no one who is saved has anything to boast about (cf
Ephesians 2:8-9). "Salvation is from the Lord" (Jonah 2:9).

The doctrine of divine election is explicitly taught throughout
Scripture. For example, in the New Testament epistles alone, we
learn that all believers are “chosen of God" (Titus 1:1). We were
"predestined according to His purpose who works all things after
the counsel of His will” (Ephesians 1:11, emphasis added). "He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world. . .. He predestined us
to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to
the kind intention of His will" (Ephesians 1:4-5). We “are called
according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son. . . and
whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called,
these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also
glorified” (Romans 8:28-30).

When Peter wrote that we are “chosen according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father” (1 Peter 1:1-2), he was not using
the word "foreknowledge” o mean that God was aware beforehand
who would believe and therefore chose them because of their
foreseen faith. Rather, Peter meant that God determined before
time began to know and love and save them; and He chose them
without regard to anything good or bad they might do. We'll return
to this point again, but for now, note that those verses explicitly
state that God's sovereign choice is made “according to the kind
intention of His will" and “according to His purpose who works all
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things after the counsel of His will"—that is, not for any reason
external to Himself. Certainly He did not choose certain sinners to be
saved because of something praiseworthy in them, or because He
foresaw that they would choose Him. He chose them solely because it
pleased Him to do so. God declares “the end from the beginning. . .
saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My
good pleasure™ (Isaiah 46:10). He is not subject to others' decisions.
His purposes for choosing some and rejecting others are hidden in
the secret counsels of His own will.

Moreover, everything that exists in the universe exists because
God allowed it, decreed it, and called it into existence. "Our God is in
the heavens; He does whatever He pleases” (Psalm 115:3). "Whatever
the Lord pleases, He does, in heaven and in earth, in the seas and in
all deeps” (Psalm 135:6). He "works all things after the counsel of His
will" (Ephesians 1:11). "From Him and through Him and to Him are all
things” (Romans 11:36). "For us there is but one God, the Father,
from whom are all things, and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him" (1
Corinthians 8:6).

What about sin? God is not the author of sin, but He certainly
allowed it; it is integral to His eternal decree. God has a purpose for
allowing it. He cannot be blamed for evil or tainted by its existence (1
Samuel 2:2: "There is no one holy like the Lord"). But He certainly
wasn't caught off-guard or standing helpless to stop it when sin
entered the universe. We do not know His purposes for allowing sin.
If nothing else, He permitted it in order to destroy evil forever. And
God sometimes uses evil to accomplish good (Genesis 45:7, 8; 50:20;
Romans 8:28). How can these things be? Scripture does not answer all
the questions for us. But we know from His Word that God is utterly
sovereign, He is perfectly holy, and He is absolutely just.

Admittedly, those truths are hard for the human mind to
embrace, but Scripture is unequivocal. God controls all things, right
down to choosing who will be saved. Paul states the doctrine in
inescapable terms in the ninth chapter of Romans, by showing that
God chose Jacob and rejected his twin brother Esau “though the
twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in
order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not
because of works, but because of Him who calls” (Romans 9:11). A few
verses later, Paul adds this: "He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on
whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have
compassion.’ So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the
man who runs, but on God who has mercy” (Romans 9:15-16).

Paul anticipated the argument against divine sovereignty: “You will
say to me then, 'Why does He still find fault? For who resists His
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will?" (Romans 9:19). In other words, doesn't God's sovereignty cancel
out human responsibility? But rather than offering a philosophical
answer or a deep metaphysical argument, Paul simply reprimanded the
skeptic: "On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to
God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, ‘Why did you make
me like this,” will it? Or does not the potter have a right over the clay,
to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another
for common use?" (Romans 9:20, 21).

Scripture affirms both divine sovereignty and human responsibility.
We must accept both sides of the truth, though we may not
understand how they correspond to one another. People are responsible
for what they do with the gospel—or with whatever light they have
(Romans 2:19, 20), so that punishment is just if they reject the light.
And those who reject do so voluntarily. Jesus lamented, "You are
unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life" (John 5:40). He told
unbelievers, "Unless you believe that I am [God], you shall die in your
sins” (John 8:24). In John chapter 6, our Lord combined both divine
sovereignty and human responsibility when He said, “All that the
Father gives Me shall come o Me, and the one who comes to Me T will
certainly not cast out” (John 6:37); "For this is the will of My Father,
that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have
eternal life" (John 6:40); "No one can come to Me, unless the Father
who sent Me draws him" (John 6:44); "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who
believes has eternal life" (John 6:47); and, "No one can come to Me,
unless it has been granted him from the Father” (John 6:65). How both
of those two realities can be true simultaneously cannot be understood
by the human mind—only by God.

Above all, we must not conclude that God is unjust because He
chooses to bestow grace on some but not to everyone. God is never to
be measured by what seems fair to human judgment. Are we so foolish
as to assume that we who are fallen, sinful creatures have a higher
standard of what is right than an unfallen and infinitely, eternally holy
G6od? What kind of pride is that? In Psalm 50:21 God says, “You
thought that I was just like you.” But God is not like us, nor can He be
held to human standards. "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways My ways, declares the Lord. 'For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts' " (Isaiah 55:8-9).

We step out of bounds when we conclude that anything God does
isn't fair. In Romans 11:33 the apostle writes, "Oh, the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind

of the Lord, or who became His counselor?” (Romans 11:33-34). Q
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alex@pattondavi

Al e x Rmlnd gr, 638927
Al ex4t ek @a o |

Rich Oesaalon/ Treasurer 636195
cheyoming6195@br e

Dal e VDbesd ®aon 632133
tuliphill 2@g m:

If you have a request for the prayer chain contact
Branda Church 221-9206 and if not available,
Kelleigh Anderson 635-2578 or send an email to
churchfamily@outlook.com.

Behold, | lay in Zion a
stumbling stone and rock of
offense,

And whoever believes on Him will
not be put to shame.

Hallelujah, Amen
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