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Martin Luther’s 95 Theses which he nailed to the church door in 
Wittenberg Germany all were connected to this issue of assurance. 
The church was selling indulgences which were certificates which 
would reduce the temporal punishment for sins committed by the 
purchasers themselves or their loved ones in purgatory. In other 
words, the church was selling assurance for a fee. Martin Luther 
objected and the Reformation officially began. 

One of the greatest contested theological 
issues of the Reformation was the matter 
of assurance. In fact, a case could be 
made to elevate this issue to the foremost 
in importance. After all, the whole matter 
of salvation was the impetus behind the 
Reformation as the Bible so clearly 
taught. The reformers all felt the 
assurance of salvation was the result of 
the Holy Spirit  changing the heart of a 
person from secular living to one of belief 
and knowledge of Jesus. And as the above 
verse says, you may believe that it is true 
as belief in the biblical record of the signs 
attested to Jesus performing is enough to 
know Jesus as the Christ. 

Assurance By 

Rich Cesal 

The Northwoods News 
And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 

 John 20:30-31 

This verse states unequivocally that if you believe (have faith), you 
have the assurance of being saved. So what is the controversy of 
assurance all about? 

 

 

Tabletalk Magazine says, “The Scriptures make clear that peace with 
God is the foundation for and source of the peace of God. Such peace 
stems from knowing that almighty God has set His love upon us and 
orders all our circumstances for our good.” This knowing strongly 
suggests the matter of assurance. 

On the sale of indulgences, the Bible teaches that if a person 
repents, they will be forgiven. God’s free grace is sufficient. Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross is all that is needed for forgiveness. He paid the 
price, as we say in mathematics,  that was both necessary and sufficient. 
Necessary because He paid once for all to satisfy God’s wrath and 
sufficient because nothing else was required. In other words,  nothing 
can be added to Christ’s act of paying for the sins of God’s elect. And 
also, there is no such thing as Purgatory. 

The Roman Catholics at the time claimed that paying the price of the 
indulgence would provide restitution on behalf of the indulgence receiver 
to remove punishment for sins. A statement was coined to amplify the 
meaning of the indulgence: As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the 
soul from purgatory springs. 

Wikipedia states: “Assurance is a Protestant Christian doctrine that 
states that the inner witness of the Holy Spirit allows the justified 
disciple to know that he or she is saved.” This is designated as a 
protestant doctrine because Catholicism declared at the Council of 
Trent, which is the council called to refute the Reformation doctrines,  
that "If any one saith, that he will for certain, of an absolute and 
infallible certainty, have that great gift of perseverance unto the end,-
unless he have learned this by special revelation; let him be anathema." 

This position of the Catholic Church comes from the fact that 
Catholicism is a works righteous religion, i.e. you must earn your way into 
heaven and no one can ever be sure they have done enough to positively 
consider themselves to be saved. This is contrary to what the inspired 
and God breathed Word recorded in the Bible says. “These things I have 
written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may 
know that you have eternal life,  and that you may continue to believe 
in the name of the Son of God.” (1 John 5:13) Emphasis added. 

This verse tells of the truth that not only can you be sure of your 
assurance but the second part tells that it cannot be revoked! 

Believing and trusting in Jesus to cover your sins is sufficient to know 
that you are included in God’s family. In other words having the 
assurance of your salvation. Although there are many verses in Scripture 
addressing this doctrine, perhaps the most telling is Phil 1:6, “. . . That He 
who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” With respect to God, losing your salvation cannot possibly 
happen, since His plan cannot be changed, His promise cannot fail, the 
calling according to His purpose cannot be revoked, the merit of Christ as 
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well as His interceding and preserving cannot be nullified, and the sealing 
of the Holy Spirit can neither be invalidated nor wiped out. And so, if you 
believe and trust the Scriptures, you will positively have assurance. 

If God grants justification to a person, whether you believe by  
unconditional election or not, once God declares a person righteous by the 
blood of Christ, how could that be revoked? Is God to be a liar? As Paul 
says, God forbid! 

 In the book, A Severe Mercy written by author Sheldon Vanauken,  it 
tells of the coming to belief in Christ of he and his wife Davey while 
students at Oxford. These two individuals were pagans and atheists and 
knew nothing of Jesus or even of God. While at Oxford they began to be 
inquisitive about Christianity. During their quest, meeting with several 
student groups, they tell of their journey as they began to learn about the 
faith. As part of the process they decided to write to C. S. Lewis for 
answers. The correspondence with Lewis is presented in the book as the 
journey progresses. At one point,  Lewis ended an answer to an inquiry this 
way: “But I think you are already in the meshes of the net! The Holy Spirit 
is after you. I doubt if you’ll get away.” Lewis is saying that it was obvious 
the Holy Spirit was in the process of changing their hearts to know and 
believe in Jesus Christ and thus becoming believers and to come to know 
and trust in the completed work of Christ on their behalf. They did indeed 
become devoted Christians and certainly came to know the business of 
assurance of their faith. 

Faith, perseverance of the saints and assurance are identical triplets. 
They all essentially mean the same thing only with a slightly different 
emphasis. Faith is needed to understand assurance. Faith is a gift of the 
Holy Spirit to provide us with assurance of all the promises of God. 
Perseverance simply says what God promises during His redemption will 
indeed happen and is good for all eternity. And assurance simply means the 
individual knows they are saved. 

Faith and perseverance are almost synonymous with assurance.  Faith 
simply describes the true meaning of assurance for it is faith which 
assures the Christian of being right with God. Perseverance is the having 
of faith through all eternity and thus assurance of salvation to the end. 

Calvin gives the following definition of faith: it “is a firm and sure 
knowledge, of the divine favor toward us, founded on the truth of a free 
promise in Christ, and revealed to our minds, and sealed on our hearts, by 
the Holy Spirit.” In this definition Calvin as clearly as possible for human 
language includes assurance of personal salvation in the concept of faith. 
For him faith is assurance.  

“Firm and sure knowledge” is another way to say assurance. From 
Calvin’s point of view, faith far from being an inferior kind of knowledge is 
in fact superior to “scientific knowledge” because “it understands more 
from mere certainty of persuasion than it could discern of any human 
matter by its own capacity”  
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For example a nineteenth-century mathematician W. K. Clifford in his 
essay The Ethics of Belief states: “It is wrong always, everywhere, and for 
anyone, to believe anything upon insufficient evidence” (quoted in Ronald H. 
Nash, Faith and Reason: Searching for a Rational Faith, Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1988). 

Thus, true faith, for Calvin not only gives us knowledge content of 
which is above our natural capacity to know, it gives us certainty which is 
unattainable by “scientific methods” because all human conclusions can be 
subject to doubt while God’s word cannot be questioned. However, on the 
way to this “sure and firm knowledge” there is the twofold barrier of 
doubting God’s veracity and misunderstanding of his mercy. Only that 
person has true faith who accepting God’s word as ultimate truth believes 
that God is merciful to him personally. 

God, in His Word, has given the promise to His elect, that they have by 
the gift of faith the full assurance of salvation if only they would accept 
and trust in Jesus Christ.  

Article 12 of the Canons of Dort states:  

Assurance of this their eternal and unchangeable election 
to salvation is given to the chosen in due time, though by 
various stages and in differing measure. Such assurance 
comes not by inquisitive searching into the hidden and deep 
things of God, but by noticing within themselves, with 
spiritual joy and holy delight, the unmistakable fruits of 
election pointed out in God's Word-- such as a true faith in 
Christ, a childlike fear of God, a godly sorrow for their 
sins, a hunger and thirst for righteousness, and so on. 

The “various stages and in different measure” in Article 12 means that 
everyone does not have the knowledge of assurance immediately after 
coming to Christ. In fact, there are testimonies of believers which speak 
to the various stages that one may go through. In my case, I knew almost 
immediately after the Holy Spirit turned my heart to know Jesus that I 
had salvation even though I had little knowledge of the Scriptures.  

The whole meaning behind being saved as the evangelical church likes 
to put it means that a “saved” person is one that has come to the full 
knowledge of Jesus and believes that Jesus has paid the price for their 
sins and thus they will be with God forever in paradise. Now, if a person 
believes that, they surely would know that they have the assurance of that 
fact because that is what God promises.   

After reading a good part of the Bible, I find it difficult for a person 
to  know or not know that they are saved. So many verses suggest quite 
strongly that God loves those He has chosen. The clarity of the doctrine 
of election should instill in the life of the fledging Christian that they are 
chosen and that they are “a new man” and that this condition cannot be 
revoked. The notion that this idea of a new man is not some provisional 

-4- 



 

 

idea but instead it is on the solid ground of biblical statements saying 
the possession of the Holy Spirit is forever, cannot be missed. 

The Christian who puts his beliefs upon Jesus without any works on 
his part and rests on the propitiation of their life by Christ and trusts in 
the promises of the Bible, must surely believe in assurance. 

The Westminster Confession of Faith says in Chapter XVIII:  

I. Although hypocrites and other unregenerate men may vainly 
deceive themselves with false hopes and carnal presumptions of being in 
the favor of God, and estate of salvation (which hope of theirs shall 
perish): yet such as truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love Him in 
sincerity, endeavoring to walk in all good conscience before Him, may, in 
this life, be certainly assured that they are in the state of grace, and 
may rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, which hope shall never make 
them ashamed.  

II. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probable persuasion 
grounded upon a fallible hope; but an infallible assurance of faith 
founded upon the divine truth of the promises of salvation, the inward 
evidence of those graces unto which these promises are made, the 
testimony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing with our spirits that we 
are the children of God, which Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance, 
whereby we are sealed to the day of redemption. 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism Question 36:  

Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or 
flow from justification, adoption, and sanctification? 
A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from 
justification, adoption, and sanctification, are, assurance of God’s love, 
peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, and 
perseverance therein to the end. 

The Heidelberg Catechism Question 21: 

Question 21. What is true faith?  

Answer: True faith is not only a certain knowledge,  whereby I hold 
for truth all that God has revealed to us in his word, (a) but also an 
assured confidence, (b) which the Holy Ghost (c) works by the gospel in 
my heart. Gal.2:16, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of 
the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 

  It can be seen by these confessional statements born in the 
Reformation that the reformers believed in the Assurance of Salvation 

to the true believer.    Ω 
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Another of Fanny’s dearest friends was Phoebe Knapp. While 
Fanny lived in the Manhattan slums and worked in rescue missions, 
Phoebe lived in the Knapp Mansion,  a palatial residence in Brooklyn, 
where she entertained lavishly. She was an extravagant dresser  with 
a wardrobe full of elaborate gowns and diamond tiaras. Her music 
room contained one of the finest collections of instruments in the 
country, and Fanny was a frequent houseguest. 

One day in 1873, while Fanny was staying at the Knapp Mansion, 
Phoebe said she had a tune she wanted to play. Going to the music 
room, she sat at the piano and played a new composition of her own 
while the blind hymnist listened. Fanny immediately clapped her 
hands and exclaimed, “Why, that says, “Blessed Assurance!’” She 
quickly composed the words, and a great hymn was born. 

Many years later, D.L. Moody was preaching in New York at the 
23rd Street Dutch Reformed Church. The Moody/Sankey meetings 
had popularized Fanny Crosby’s hymns around the world and had 
made the blind poetess a household name. But whenever she 
attended a Moody/Sankey meeting, she refused to be recognized, 
disavowing acclaim. 

This day the church was so crowed she could find nowhere to sit. 
Moody’s son, Will, seeing her, offered to find her a seat. To her 
bewilderment, he led her onto the platform just as the crowd was 
singing “Blessed Assurance.” Moody, Sr., jumped to his feet, raised 
his hand, and interrupted the singing. “Praise the Lord!” he shouted. 
“Here comes the authoress!” 

Fanny took her seat amid thunderous ovation, humbly thanking 
God for making her a blessing to so many. 

This story comes from the book by Robert J. Morgan, Then Sings My Soul.  Ω 

Here is a biographical note for the hymn Blessed Assurance. 
. . . nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.                
 2 Timothy 1:12 

Frances Ridley Havergal and Frances (Fanny) Crosby never 
met, but they became dear pen pals - the two most famous women 
hymnists of their age, the former in England and the latter in Ameri-
ca. Havergal once wrote a poem about her American counterpart: 

Sweet, blind singer over the sea,  / Tuneful and jubilant! How can it be! / 

That the songs of gladness, which float so far,, / As if they fell from the evening star / 

Are the notes of one who may never see / ‘Visible music’ of flower and tree . . . . / 

Oh, her heart can see, her heart can see! / And its sight is strong and swift and free . .  
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Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His 

blood.  

Refrain: 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

Visions of rapture now burst on my 

sight; 

Angels, descending, bring from above 

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Refrain: 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with His goodness, lost in His 

love. 
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The privilege of assurance, which is secured by the work of Christ for 
His own and which is properly undergirded in the Reformed faith, is 
damaged or even destroyed in certain other theological structures. 

I. When justification by faith alone is not duly proclaimed and the good 
works of the believer are presented as participating in the ground on 
the basis of which salvation is secured, the assurance of faith receives 
a fatal blow. The prime example of this distortion is found in the 
official doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church as prevalent in the time 
of the Reformation and codified at the Council of Trent (1545–1563). 

In this view it is not denied that Christ has accomplished a saving work 
for humanity, but justification is envisioned as the total process by 
which the redeemed are brought to perfection by the Holy Spirit. To 
say, then, “I am justified” is equivalent to a claim of having achieved 
perfection. Who can realistically make such a claim? Nobody! Those 
who venture to do it are adjudged to be arrogant and presumptuous. 
The best that can be said is: “I am in the process of being saved; I 
hope that at the end of my life I may be in a state of grace and 
therefore not cast into hell; I am diligently seeking to take advantage 
of the means of grace (sacraments) and to refrain from sinning, but 
God only knows whether I am going to make it.” 

It is this uncertainty that drove Martin Luther almost out of his mind 
before he came to understand the great truth of justification by faith 
alone. At last he perceived that salvation is not secured by dint of good 
works, fastings, alms, and other disciplines, but that it has been 
purchased in full by the saving work of Jesus Christ with whom we are 
united through faith alone. The fact of this union brings with it 
assurance just as an authentic receipt brings complete release from 
the burden of a debt. 

It is to be noted that the Roman Church is not the only offender in this 
respect; many groups and individuals have also clouded the pure 
doctrine of justification by introducing an element of human merit in 
the process. Even many Lutherans, otherwise orthodox, have shown 
reluctance to confess the perseverance of God with the redeemed, and 
thus made a present assurance no guarantee of an ultimate salvation. 

II. This problem also burdens the Arminian view. In keeping with 
Arminian principles, a believer may properly say, “I am saved now,” for 
by virtue of the work of Christ God confers salvation to any and all who 
repent and believe. Yet this blessing is not a basis for complete 
confidence that a change of disposition may not occur. There are many 

The Privilege 
of Assurance 

By 

Roger Nicole 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/teachers/roger-nicole/
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tragic examples, they say, of people who after having been saved have 
turned away and lost out altogether. The apostle Judas is a notable case 
in point, and Hebrews 6:4–6 surely provides a solemn warning in this 
respect: 

It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have 
tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have 
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming 
age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to 
their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and 
subjecting Him to public disgrace. 

If salvation once experienced is not secured by the grace of God so as 
to be a permanent blessing, the momentary assurance of it is of 
relatively small significance. Even those who, in Arminian terms, have 
experienced “Christian perfection” are not immune from the danger of 
falling from grace and being lost. 

Although Arminians seldom reason it this way, it would appear that for 
them the best thing that could happen would be to die as soon as they 
have accepted Christ. To continue to live is to expose oneself to the 
risk of losing salvation. This is certainly not Paul’s outlook in Phil. 1:22–
26: 

If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. 
Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is 
more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again 
your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. 

III. There are, of course, other systems of thought that undermine 
assurance in a still more fundamental way. For instance, those which 
deny the reality of life beyond the grave have no place for salvation, let 
alone assurance. Those also which think of salvation in social rather than 
individual terms do not consider assurance. 

Those, finally, which expect that ultimately all rational creatures, or at 
least all members of the human race, will be saved extend assurance to 
all, but in this process emasculate the Gospel and depart from the clear 
teaching of Scripture as it has been well understood over the centuries. 

In the Reformed doctrine assurance is grounded in the adequacy of the 
work of Christ, our mediator and covenant head, in the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit who witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God 
(Rom. 8:16), and in the persistent purpose of God who has begun a good 
work in the believer and will carry it to completion until the day of 
Christ (Phil. 1:6).    Ω 
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Nursery Volunteers 4 Laura Twitchell 

11 Yvonne Newsom 

18 Eileen Brubaker 

Things You Should 
Know  

Men’s Breakfast— At the church, Saturday Morning, 
February 18, 8:00 AM. Won’t you consider meeting 
with the men of the church at breakfast and a time 
of study? Brian Church is teaching from the book 
God’s Promises by R. C. Sproul. This is a very 
interesting study. We always have a hearty hot 
breakfast and a great fellowship time. See you 
there. 

Men’s Bible Study— February 13 & 27, 7:00 PM. Meet 
at the Norgauer home. We are studying an in-depth 
study of Ephesians. 

Women’s Bible Study— The women will again meet for  
monthly Bible Study on Feb 14 and Feb 28 at 7:00 
PM. The study book is 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John.  

Jennifer Hornung 3rd 

Richard Cesal  11th 

Francis Reuer  20th 

Tim Anderson  21st 

Luke Newsom  23rd 

Marie Newsom  24th 

Alex Davison  27th 

Please trade with someone if you are unable to do nursery duty on the as-
signed day. 

Dale & Edie Vosler       14th 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%206.4%E2%80%936
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil.%201.22%E2%80%9326
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil.%201.22%E2%80%9326
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%208.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil.%201.6
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Session Report 

A man and a woman stood hand in hand on the beach. For a time, the 
only sound was the crashing of waves. Then the man asked, “What are you 
scared about?” She answered: “I want to marry you more than anything on 
earth. But I keep thinking that you’ll change your mind and leave me just 
like… .” Her eyes fell to the ground. “Just like your dad left your mom?” 
he asked gently. Hesitantly, she nodded. 

“Don’t you trust me?” he asked. 

“Oh yes,” she said. “You are the most trustworthy man I have ever 
met.” She paused, then said, “But I’m afraid that you’ll realize that I’m not 
what you really want.” 

His hand grasped hers more firmly as he said: “I’ve known you since we 
were little kids. I know your faults. But I love you. I chose you, and 
there’s no one else I want.” 

“I do trust you,” she told him, “I just need to learn to trust you more.” 

Christians may find themselves in a similar position with their Lord. As 
believers, we trust God and know He is trustworthy. But doubt, guilt, and 
fear can eat away at our assurance that we are His and always will be. We 
can sometimes fear that we might be forsaken. 

Assurance of salvation is both profoundly personal and deeply 

Faith and Assurance 
By 

Joel Beeke 
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doctrinal. It was at the heart of the Reformation debate. The Roman 
Catholic Church said a Christian cannot have assurance without first having 
an extraordinary direct revelation from God. Reformers such as John 
Calvin said that assurance is the birthright of every believer, though it can 
be experienced in varying degrees. 

We must first understand the relationship between faith and 
assurance. Assurance arises from the essence of faith, just as apples 
naturally grow on apple trees. Assurance is the cream of faith. The 
essence of faith is trust. Faith grasps the covenant God and finds Him 
sufficient. As Psalm 18:2a says, “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, 
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust” (KJV here 
and throughout). 

Therefore, believers may rightfully have assurance of their salvation. 
David confesses, “The LORD is my shepherd” (Ps. 23:1). Paul declares, “I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). 

The essence of assurance is knowing that I am saved—that my sins are 
forgiven and I belong to God—and therefore I know and experience 
communion with the triune God. In Ephesians 3:11–12, Paul writes of God’s 
eternal purpose “in Christ Jesus our Lord: in whom we have boldness and 
access with confidence by the faith of him.” He describes this access in 
Trinitarian terms: “For through him [Christ] we both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father” (Eph. 2:18). 

Each person in the Trinity is involved in the assurance of faith. Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit lead us to approach God boldly as our merciful and 
glorious “Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15; see also Ps. 103:13; Gal. 4:6). We have 
this boldness toward God through Christ’s work of dying on the cross and 
drawing us near to God in peace (Eph. 2:13–14). The Holy Spirit enables us 
to experience the joy and peace of knowing that we are children of God 
(Rom. 8:16; Gal. 5:22). As we trust in Christ, the God of hope fills us with 
joy and peace by the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:12–13). 

However, assurance is not automatic. The Westminster Confession of 
Faith tells us that true Christians may pass through much conflict without 
assurance (18.3). Assurance is the fruit of saving faith. Just as an 
unseasonable frost may prevent a living tree from bearing fruit for a 
season, so assurance may be wanting where there is true faith, and it may 
even be lost to a believer for a time. 

A child of God may walk in darkness (Isa. 50:10). Think of David, who 
pleaded, “O LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath… . For mine iniquities are 
gone over mine head” (Ps. 38:1, 7). Likewise, Heman the Ezrahite cried, 
“Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy 
waves” (88:7). 

Peter exhorts us to “give diligence to make your calling and election 
sure” (2 Peter 1:10). His words imply that a Christian can find assurance 
that God has chosen and called him to salvation in Christ. Such assurance is 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2018.2a
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%2023.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim.%201.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%203.11%E2%80%9312
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%202.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%208.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%20103.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%204.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%202.13%E2%80%9314
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%208.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%205.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2015.12%E2%80%9313
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%2050.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%2038.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2038.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Peter%201.10
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ordinarily inseparable from walking with God in faith. 

The Westminster Confession says, 

An infallible assurance of faith [is] founded upon the divine truth of 
the promises of salvation, the inward evidence of those graces unto 
which these promises are made, [and] the testimony of the Spirit of 
adoption witnessing with our spirits that we are the children of God 
(18.2). 

Let us examine each of these means of attaining assurance. 

The way to pursue assurance is, first, to strive to know God 
experientially through His great and precious promises (2 Peter 1:2–4). 
The gospel promises that Christ is freely given to us in all His 
sufficiency. If you view these promises as God’s “Yes” in Christ, you will 
be strengthened to give your “Amen” to them (2 Cor. 1:20). Anthony 
Burgess, who was one of the Westminster Divines, wrote, “Trusting in 
God and in Christ, when we feel nothing but guilt and destruction in 
ourselves, is the greatest honor we can give God.” 

Second, we should pursue spiritual growth by acting on the promises. 
Peter said God gave us His promises “that by these ye might become 
partakers of the divine nature,” that is, be conformed to the image of 
God (2 Peter 1:4). Giving all diligence to increase in virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity (vv. 5–7) 
is the way to “make your calling and election sure” (v. 10). As we grow in 
our capacity to keep God’s commandments, we can be assured that we 
belong to Him (1 John 2:3). Those who persist in low levels of obedience 
will experience, at most, low levels of assurance. 

Obedience increases assurance because it is evidence of a living faith 
and proves that we are not hypocrites (James 2:14). Good works do not 
save us (Eph. 2:8–9), but a life of righteousness and love is strong 
evidence of having been born again (1 John 2:29; 4:7). William Ames 
wrote, “He that doth rightly understand the promise of the covenant 
cannot be sure of his salvation unless he perceives in himself true faith 
and repentance.” 

Third, when we follow the leading of the Holy Spirit to walk by faith 
in Christ, we will experience His witness as the Spirit of adoption 
(Rom. 8:14–16). 

All three of these means of attaining assurance identified by the 
Westminster divines are inseparable from the ministry of the Spirit. He 
leads us to embrace God’s promises, shows us the outward evidences of 
grace in us, and co-witnesses with our spirits that we are God’s children. 

A woman may grow in trusting her husband’s love by walking closely 
with him through life and learning by experience that she is his and he is 
hers. May God bless the bride of Christ so that she, too, walks more 
closely with her Husband, Jesus Christ, and grows in the assurance of 

His unchangeable love for her.  Ω 
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And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all 

understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.   

 Hallelujah,  Amen     

Have a need? Contact one of the officers. 

  

Office Telephone      307-637-4817 
Web Site        northwoodspca.org 
Email      church@northwoodspca.org 
  
Milan Norgauer, Pastor          635-1865 

mnorgauer@gmail.com 
  
Tim Anderson, Elder            286-6625 

tim@northwoodspca.org 
  
Brian Church, Elder           221-9966 

b.church@outlook.com 
  
Alex Davison, Elder           245-9348 

alex@pattondavison.com 
  
Alex Ramig, Elder           638-8927 

Alex4tek@aol.com 

Rich Cesal, Deacon/Treasurer         637-6195 
cheyoming6195@gmail.com 

  
Dale Vosler, Deacon                     632-0133  

tuliphill2@gmail.com 
  

If you have a request for the prayer chain contact 
Branda Church 221-9206 and if not available, 
Kelleigh Anderson 635-2578 or send an email to 

churchfamily@outlook.com.  
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