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Indoctrination

By

Rich Cesal

The dictionary gives this definition for indoctrination: to
teach (someone) to fully accept the ideas, opinions, and
beliefs of a particular group and to not consider other
ideas, opinions, and beliefs. So to be indoctrinated means
that someone has convinced you to believe a set of beliefs
without examining other positions. There are many
examples of such situations. One of the most horrific that
comes to mind is known as Jonestown : “Jonestown" was
the informal name for the Peoples Temple Agricultural
Project formed by the Peoples Temple, an American
religious organization under the leadership of Jim Jones,
in northwestern Guyana. It became internationally
notorious when on November 18, 1978, over 900 people
died in the remote commune, at the nearby airstrip in Port
Kaituma, and in Georgetown, Guyana's capital city. The
name of the settlement became synonymous with the
incidents at those locations. A total of 909 Americans died
in Jonestown, all but two from apparent cyanide
poisoning, in an event termed "revolutionary suicide" by
Jones and some members on an audio tape of the event
and in prior discussions. The poisonings in Jonestown
followed the murder of five others by Temple members at
Port Kaituma, including United States Congressman Leo
Ryan. Four other Temple members died in Georgetown at
Jones' command.
For the overwhelmingly most part, the people involved were African
Americans, Jones was white. Why people would be moved in such mass
numbers to commit suicide, men, women, and children, is beyond belief
but can demonstrate the power of a charismatic leader on his followers
and indoctrination. There are many more examples in existence today. A
more orthodox movement such as the branch Davidians, an offshoot
sect of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, was formed by David
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Koresh and met with 76 deaths as the compound in Waco, Texas was
destroyed during a raid by ATF officers.

Unfortunately, the legitimate church is not immune to such behavior.
A man like Joel Osteen can convince people who are thinking themselves
to be Christians but none-the-less to be talked into violating biblical
teachings to follow their leader.
We should not be surprised that people would be so taken in by
someone to believe outlandish things. One only has to look at Catholicism
to see such a following. There are millions around the world who do not
make any attempt to learn biblical truths but instead let the teachings of
those they hold in esteemed positions to tell them what to believe and
not to question them. When I was very young, I looked to my Catholic
friends as being very lucky that they were told exactly what to believe
and how to react in all situations and I had to figure it out for myself. Of
course, now I see the tragedy of such a belief system.
In case you are wondering what Catholics believe that is in violation
of the Bible, here are but a few. That Mary is a perpetual virgin, when
the Bible clearly states that she had other children besides Jesus. The
Bible calls all of God’s people saints but the Catholic Church only calls
people they have chosen out of the mass of humanity that they consider
to be saints. The Bible teaches that all regenerate people have the
assurance that they can never lose their position with the Father. The
Catholics teach that you can lose your salvation and in fact can never be
assured that you have it in the first place and must continually work for
it. And of course, a main reason for the Reformation was the introduction
of the sale of indulgences, a way to reduce the amount of punishment one
has to undergo for sins which is in violation of the Bible’s position on
assurance and complete forgiveness by the act of Christ on our behalf.
The Reformation emphasized the overthrow of doctrine which failed
the biblical test as being true. Many men lost their lives by burning at the
stake because they went against the Catholic position on many doctrinal
positions. And in case you think the Catholic hierarchy changed positions
because of the Reformation on these items you need to look into the
Council of Trent that was held between 1545 and 1563 paralleling the
Reformation. This Council was one of the Roman Catholic Church's most
important ecumenical councils. Prompted by the Protestant Reformation,
it has been described as the embodiment of the Counter-Reformation.
Four hundred years later, when Pope John XXIII initiated preparations
for the Second Vatican Council (Vatican II), he affirmed the decrees
The Council of Trent had issued: "What was, still is."
This Council refuted almost all of the Reformation’s objections and
reaffirmed the Church’s positions on the items in question. And so the
Church exclaimed to the people under its power “to fully accept the
ideas, opinions, and beliefs” put forth by the Council. I leave it to you to
determine if this is an example of supreme indoctrination.
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Another group that demonstrates a high degree of indoctrination is
Islam. There are so many issues here it is hard to single some out for
exposure.
Sharia Law is the basic Islamic legal system derived from the
religious precepts of Islam, particularly the Quran and the Hadith. The
term sharia comes from the Arabic language term sharīʿah, which means
a body of moral and religious law derived from religious prophecy, as
opposed to human legislation.
Sharia deals with many topics, including crime, politics, marriage
contracts, trade regulations, religious prescriptions, and economics, as
well as personal matters such as sexual intercourse, hygiene, diet, prayer,
everyday etiquette and fasting. Adherence to sharia has served as one of
the distinguishing characteristics of the Muslim faith historically. In its
strictest definition, sharia is considered in Islam as the infallible law of
God.
There are 1.6 billion Muslims in the world. Here are the figures of
the percentages of Muslims in Muslim countries who believe in the
following topics as given by Fox News. Favoring Sharia law: 74% - 99%.
Believe in death to anyone leaving the Muslim faith: 66% - 86%.
Homosexuality is morally wrong: 71% - 99%. Punishment of stoning for
adultery: 81% - 89%. Alcohol use morally wrong: 91% - 98%. These
figures denote a high degree of indoctrination.
Another group of indoctrinated people is children. Parents do a great
job of indoctrination. In their zeal to have their children saved, they give
instruction in such a way that it amounts to indoctrination and does not
cause beliefs from the heart. And of course once outside of parental
control their children leave the faith and join the common culture.
The Bible tells us in Ephesians 6:4 – “Fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of
the Lord.” Here is a list of ways and processes that parents can use to
provoke their children to anger and hence produce indoctrination rather
than heart felt beliefs:
By having double standards – Do as I say, not as I
do. Expecting them to do things we don’t do.
By telling them what to do or not do without giving Biblical
reasons.
By being offended at their sin because it bothers us, not
because it offends God.
By hypocrisy – acting like a Christian at church but not at
home.

By ungracious reactions to their sin (What were you
thinking? Why in the world would you do that?).

By forgetting that we were (and are) sinners (I would
NEVER have done that when I was your age).
You can see from this list that correction needs to be based on
biblical principles and not on our feelings at the moment. Pointing out
that life is involved in glorifying God (1st question in the Westminster
Shorter Catechism: Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? A. Man’s
chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.) should be
the overreaching principle of all correction.
I once knew a boy who was the epitome of an excellent Christian
lad. He was a youth leader par excellence. His parents obviously taught
him all the doctrine of the evangelical Baptist church they belonged
to. When he graduated from high school he went on to a Baptist Bible
college. During his first semester, he met a girl and after the
semester was over he went to live with her in Chicago and totally
disowned his parents and any faith he had. This boy was the victim of
indoctrination. No base there. Everything he was taught had the depth
of a drop of water and evaporated at the first opportunity.
The examples of Nazi Germany and Japan are good illustrations of
national indoctrination. Although the German and Japanese positions
are much more than simple indoctrination, it cannot be ignored. Even
after the homeland was being destroyed by allied forces the German
people and the Japanese continued their war effort.
The allied armies had begun to move across the border into
Germany completely obliterating everything in their path. Allied
bombing was reducing the German cities to complete rubble. Loss of
civilian life and property was immense.
But this did not stop the German people from supporting the war
effort. There was no shortage of men for the army and the populace
did not halt the manufacture of war materials. The indoctrination of
the German people would not stop them from complete annihilation.
The same was true of Japan.

In the paper this morning it told of Iran saying it has 100,000
missiles ready against Israel.
Willis Christie was in the army in 1944, 17 years old, eventually
stationed in the Philippines on the way to invade the Japanese Islands
if the war did not end even though Japan was hopelessly beaten. Praise
the Lord Truman had the guts to drop the bombs.
Indoctrination is a very dangerous thing .

By disciplining them for childishness or weakness, not for
sin.

As a math teacher, I had the experience many times of a student
suddenly understanding algebra. You could actually see the light go on
so to speak. Now, it is possible, to a point, to indoctrinate a student to
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successfully manipulate algebra. Most students have a period of
time where they are completely lost as to what was going on. And
then, the light goes on. Before the light, indoctrination. They do
what they are supposed to do but with no understanding.
The New Math was introduced after the Russians launched
Sputnik in 1957. This was the result of math and science teachers
realizing that it was important for training to be space engineers to
have a much deeper understanding of math. This New Math was not
new at all but the method of teaching was. The attempt was made
to teach concepts rather than just rote formula substitution.
The new School Mathematics Study Group (SMSG) textbooks
were no longer indoctrination but instead taught thought processes.
So, teaching the young in Christianity needs to be taught from
the heart. The love and worship of God is far more important than
simply knowing there is a God. I went 40 years knowing that Jesus
died for the sins of mankind. Then I found out that He actually died
for me and I became a Christian. What a difference.
R. C. Sproul in the September 2016 Tabletalk Magazine said
this: “That we are to teach our children the truth of God’s Word is
a sacred, holy responsibility that God gives to His people.” This is
based on Deuteronomy 6:4-9. Yes, we should teach our children all
that we can about what God’s Word says but, just as Algebra can be
taught without meaning, so can the Scriptures.

Teaching our children is precisely why we have Sunday School in
the Protestant churches. However, a huge mistake was made during
the time of raising my children. Many parents, including myself
would take their children to Sunday School but not attend church
themselves. This indirectly shows what you think of the things of
church.
Due to the enormous integration problems that came about
because of court ordered integration in Palm Beach County, FL, we
looked for a private school for our children. God’s Providence led us
into choosing a Christian school, King’s Academy, to enroll our
children. This was one of the greatest moves we ever made. The
children were not burdened by the secular pressures to follow the
crowd. Their school friends were all God believing decent children.
And the school was in agreement and supportive of that position.

Session Report
June 2017 Session Report
Plan now to attend our fall conference as
we celebrate and commemorate the official
five-hundredth
anniversary
of
the
Protestant Reformation. As you know, the
reformers basic theological principles
developed in response to errors in the
Church of the day are commonly
summarized by 5 Latin phrases known as
solas. Our speaker, Dr. VanDrunen, will
focus on Soli Deo Gloria. He says “Soli Deo
Gloria can be understood as the glue that
holds the other solas in place, or the
center that draws the other solas into a
grand unified whole.”
This sola is no
ordinary slogan. These three little words
declare God’s purpose and man’s chief aim.
For more information, brochures are
available in the foyer or check out http://
conference.wyreformed.org/. You can use
the brochures to invite family and friends.
Date: October 6-7, 2017.

With today’s secular public schools, Christian school education
would seem to be very important. Teaching at home what to believe
and how to act is easily destroyed by the teachings in the public
schools. Although I was not a believer at the time, I have no
regrets of the years my children spent at King’s Academy. When
leaving Florida for Laramie, the change of putting the children in a
public school was surely the greatest drawback. Ω
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This hymn was written by Frances B.
Dillingham in 1905.

All the happy children, gladly join our song,
Rising to the Father, in a chorus strong.
Birds are brightly singing, leaves are opening wide,
Flower bells are ringing forth on every side.

Refrain
All the happy children, gladly join our song,
Rising to the Father, in a chorus strong.
See the sky above us, spread so warm and blue,

So God’s love is reaching over me and you.

Things You Should
Know
Men’s Breakfast— replaced this month with a church
workday on June 17 at 8:00 AM. There is a signup sheet
in the Narthex. There is much to be done.
Adult Sunday School— Sunday mornings at 9:15. We
are beginning a new study of the Reformation. This
study and Milan’s pulpit teaching will lead up to the
conference subject of Soli Deo Gloria by our speaker
Dr. David VanDrunen of Westminster Seminary
California in Escondido, CA.
Our conference topic is Celebrating the Reformation at
500: God;s Glory Alone.

Nursery Volunteers

Father, dear we thank Thee for long summer days,
For the birds and flowers, for the grassy ways.

4

Kendra Tunnicliff

11

Yvonne Newsom

18

Keianna Tunnicliff

25 Christine Solomon

Refrain
All the happy children thank Thee, Father dear,

Please trade with someone if you are unable to do
nursery duty on the assigned day.

For this day for children out of all the year.

We will still remember we are Thine alone;
He Who made the summer made us every one.

Dale Vosler

3rd

Elijah Norgauer

13th

Matt Davison

21st

Refrain
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Alex & Esther Davison

7th

John & Susan Sackett

12th

Francis & Marilyn Reuer

14th

Al & Sharon Auzqui

24th

Parents, Give Children
Clear Instructions
from Nathan W. Bingham
Joel Beeke’s latest book, Parenting by God’s Promises, now
available for pre-order, contains many practical suggestions to
help Christian parents raise their children in a way that
honors God.

In his chapter, “Preventive Discipline”, Beeke offers this
piece of parenting wisdom to help lessen the need for
corrective discipline:
“We are leaving in fifteen minutes. Please clean up your
room before we go.” That command sounds clear, doesn’t it?
Perhaps there are twenty items on the floor when the
child walks into his room, and about ten more things out of
place. He picks up five things and then comes downstairs. His
parents ask whether he has cleaned his room. He says, “Yes.”
The parents check the room and exclaim: “It’s a pigpen in
here! You didn’t clean your room.” The child says, “Yes, I did!”
Is it possible this boy really believes he has cleaned his
room? Because a child thinks very differently from an adult,
often what the adult says by implication does not get through
to the child. The child may interpret an order in a way not
intended by the parent. In the above example, perhaps the
parents are to blame for not making their request perfectly
clear. It would be better for them to say: “Pick up everything
lying on the floor and put it where it belongs. Remember, in
fifteen minutes we have to leave, so you should work fast.” Do
you see the difference? We must be specific and leave
nothing to the imagination. When we ask a child, “Did you get
everything off the floor?” he should understand what we
mean.
Give children clear instructions. You will not have to
employ corrective discipline as much when both of you
understand what is expected. Ω
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The Blessing of Catechizing
Our Children

By
Joel Beeke

The Bible is our curriculum, or the content of our prophetic
teaching. We cannot give our children a better or more useful gift
than knowledge of the Holy Scriptures from their earliest days (2
Tim. 3:15). We should read and explain Scripture to them at the
level of their own understanding. As they acquire the ability, they
should read and memorize it for themselves. We need to introduce
older children to study Bibles, concordances, commentaries,
dictionaries, and other helps, and they should share in explaining
God’s Word to their younger siblings.

Of particular importance in the Scriptures is the book of Psalms.
The Bible says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
[therefore] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). All four of these
characteristics are found in Psalms in abundance. Also, as songs and
prayers (Ps. 72:20), the psalms give us two valuable ways to teach
God’s Word and to learn from it, that is, by singing it and praying it.
To do this more effectively, Reformed churches use metrical
versions of the psalms, or translations of the psalms into English
verse, so they can be sung in public worship and private devotion.
Part of our task is “shewing to the generation to come the praises
of the LORD” (Ps. 78:4), so they can “sing praises to God … with
understanding” (Ps. 47:6–7).”
Creeds and catechisms are other valuable tools or methods by
which we may communicate the truths of the Word of God to our
children. These documents provide clear, concise definitions of
basic doctrines and key words in easily memorized form so our
children can hide them in their hearts. Bible references (“proof
texts”) anchor these definitions in Scripture. The catechisms not
only teach basic Christian doctrine, but also show us how to live
according to God’s law and how to pray. When we catechize our
children, they learn the basic truths of Christian faith and living,
and we reinforce and deepen our own knowledge of them.
Our English word catechism is derived from the Greek word
katecheo, meaning “to sound from above,” “to recount something,”
or “to instruct someone.” For example, Acts 18:25 says that
Apollos, the great preacher of the apostolic age, “was instructed in
the way of the Lord.” Luke wrote his gospel, or “declaration of
those things which are most surely believed among us,” for the sake
of “the most excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest know the
certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed” (Luke
1:1–4). These verses indicate that Apollos and Theophilus had been
catechized.
As time passed, basic Christian instruction, or “catechesis,” was
cast in the form of questions and answers, and this form remains in
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use today. In carefully scripted dialogue between teacher and
student, questions are posed and answers are given. The answer is
provided not just to be memorized, but also to give the teacher
opportunity to explain it. Scripture proofs help teacher and student
trace the answers back to their sources in the Bible. Specific
catechisms have been prepared to serve all age levels, from the
youngest children up through all levels of development into
adulthood.
During the Reformation and particularly in the Puritan era, parents
felt it their duty to catechize their children. Nearly every Puritan
pastor wrote a catechism or his own exposition of a catechism. The
people in the church used this tool to teach their children. Fathers
were advised to catechize their children—whether together or
individually—for forty-five to sixty minutes at least once a week.
Today, we have largely delegated this responsibility to the church.
In doing so, we must take care not to abdicate our personal mandate
as parents. Even if the church does catechize our children, we
should incorporate such teaching into family worship, if for no other
reason than to support what our church teachers are doing as they
work with our children.
Finding time to catechize each child separately may not be possible,
but such teaching may be easily incorporated into family worship,
when parents speak naturally and openly with their children about
spiritual matters. At the very least, each child should be required to
say the portion of the catechism he is to memorize for that week’s
class at church. Unlike church or school settings, where children may
feel uncomfortable speaking up, family worship affords them a place
of freedom and support where they may ask questions and make
comments of their own.
During family worship, it is essential that we have the parental
wisdom not just to recount biblical truths or rehearse catechism
answers, but to ask questions and encourage children to respond,
taking a conversational approach to the things of God. It is
important that children not always be left on the receiving end of
religious things but learn to actively think and communicate biblical
truths. We need to open our hearts to our children. Many times
parents discover that even their youngest children can teach them
about the things of God (Ps. 8:2).”

It is also important that our children learn to pray aloud. If children
pray aloud in the company of other family members at early ages,
they are less likely to feel awkward doing so when they grow older.
Praying in front of parents will be natural and unforced if parents
start the practice when children are very young. As children get
older, they should become more fluent in prayer. As with everything
else, we must not expect or demand perfection in the form of the
exercise. True prayer is first of all a matter of what is in the heart.
The goal of this kind of catechizing or teaching is that, in a cycle of
a year or two, parents journey with their families through the whole
field of biblical truth. Then they start over again. By the time
children leave home, they will have made this journey several times,
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and will be more likely to incorporate such teaching in their own
homes. Hopefully, they will set a similar pattern with their own
children and, in God’s covenant faithfulness, this practice of family
worship will continue from generation to generation (Pss. 34:11–15;
44:1; 71:17–18; 78:4–8; 145:4).
Remember, as in all things, we must bring the power of prayer to
bear on the work of catechizing our children. It is not enough for us
to hammer truths into their heads. The aim is to reach their
consciences with conviction, to incline their hearts to embrace
biblical teaching with true faith, and to stir in our children the
desire to bring forth the fruit of it in their lives. Likewise, we will
never teach the catechism with any real effectiveness if we do not
first prepare to do so, meditating on the truths to be taught and
seeking to bring forth their fruits in our own lives first of all. For
this, we need the help of Christ, working in us and in our children by
His Word and Holy Spirit.
God has given us a wonderful means of grace in catechizing our
children. Yes, we need discipline and diligence to do it, but when we
persevere, the rewards are sweet. Do not grow weary if you fail to
see immediate progress in your children’s spirituality. The Bible says,
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). Plant the seeds over and over again.
Look for fruit, but understand that blossoms do not appear
overnight. “Our job is to plant the seed; the result belongs to the
Lord.” Ω

What The Bible Says
About Parenting
Question:
children?"

"Why

do

Christians

practice

By
John MacArthur
the

indoctrination

of

Answer: The definition of indoctrination is "instruction in a body of
doctrine or principles; the instillation of a partisan or ideological point of
view." Indoctrination is seen as the act of imparting facts as truth
without imparting the ability to critically consider those facts. In this
way, we all indoctrinate children. We present clothes for wearing, beds
for sleeping, and toys for playing. Every society is built on a foundation
of principles that allows its citizens to easily relate to each other and
work together for common goals. Christian parents are no different.
They, like any other parent, often enact arbitrary rules to ensure peace
or convenience. Christian parents also indoctrinate their children in
Christianity for three specific reasons.
They believe Christianity is the truth. Imparting truth should be the
goal of any parent. To do otherwise is at best laziness and at worst
abuse. Christian parents indoctrinate their children in Christianity
because they believe it is true. First Corinthians 2:12-13 says, "Now we
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have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.
And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught
by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are
spiritual." By passing on truth, parents show their love and respect
for their children.
They
believe children will
benefit from understanding
Christianity. If Christianity is true, then learning about it will be
beneficial. Receiving training in God, humanity, sin, and salvation
becomes absolutely vital. The Scriptures provide this training.
Second Timothy 3:16-17 says, "All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work." There should be a relationship
between the child and Christianity—the child learns, accepts, and
lives out his beliefs. If the relationship breaks down at any part,
indoctrination becomes vain speculation.
They believe they are living out their beliefs. Just as the child
must be actively engaged in Christianity in order to benefit, the
parents must also. This includes ensuring their children understand
their faith. Deuteronomy 6:7-9 says, "And these words that I
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates." If the parents believe
and follow Christianity, then they believe and follow the Scriptures'
admonition to pass on those beliefs.
Christian parents indoctrinate their children in Christianity because
they believe Christianity is true and they believe that understanding
Christianity will benefit their children. In a world of turmoil and
violence, Christian parents hold fast to the promise Scripture gives
them: "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old
he will not depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6). Critical thinking has a
role in becoming a Christ-follower; every child must make a personal
decision to follow Christ. It is the parents' responsibility to explain
the importance of that choice. Indoctrination in the Scriptures is
the most effective way to do this. Ω
Recommended Resource: What The Bible Says About Parenting by
John MacArthur
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Have a need? Contact one of the officers.
Office Telephone
Web Site
Email

307-637-4817
northwoodspca.org
church@northwoodspca.org

Milan Norgauer, Pastor

635-1865
mnorgauer@gmail.com

Tim Anderson, Elder

286-6625
tim@northwoodspca.org

Brian Church, Elder

221-9966
b.church@outlook.com

Alex Davison, Elder

245-9348
alex@pattondavison.com

Alex Ramig, Elder
Rich Cesal, Deacon/Treasurer
Dale Vosler, Deacon

638-8927
Alex4tek@aol.com
637-6195
cheyoming6195@gmail.com
632-0133
tuliphill2@gmail.com

If you have a request for the prayer chain contact
Branda Church 221-9206 and if not available,
Kelleigh Anderson 635-2578 or send an email to
churchfamily@outlook.com.

The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the
Holy Ghost, be with you all.
Hallelujah, Amen.
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